THE ‘^SAN FRANCISCO.’ 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated SO April 1867;— ^/or, 

COPIES “ of the Report upon the Inquiry recently held by order of the 
Board of Trade in the Case of the Wreck of the^S.\N Francisco ’in 
Clonakilty Bay, County Cork, in January last 

And, of the Minutes of Evidence taken at the Inquiry.” 



Board of Trade, Whitehall, 
17 June 1867. 



} 



T. H. FARRER. 



(M. 3424. — April 23.) 

REPORT of Captain H. B. Grant, r.n., and Mr. Hughes, to the Board of Trade, 
on Inquiry into the W reck of the “ San Francisco,” together with Minutes 
of Evidence taken at that Inquiry. 

- , London, 23 April 186/. 

On the completion of our report on the inquiry into the plunder of property 
at the wreck of the Elizabeth Buckham,” on the coast of Cheshire, we pro- 
ceeded to Ireland without delay, agreeably with your instructions, in order to 
inquii’e into the wreck of the San Francisco,” in Clonakilty Bay, county Cork, 
in the month of January last. 

On our arrival at Clonakilty, we forthwith made ai’rangements for holding 
an open court of inquiry at the Court-house of that town, and communicated 
with the magistrates, especially with Mr. Beamish, on whose property the 
vessel came ashore, the coast guard, and the constabulary^ in order that those 
who were present at the wreck, and were acquainted with the circumstances, 
might be in attendance, and give evidence. 

V\ e learn from an official copy (annexed) of the Content of the vessel, which 
has subsequently been furnished to us by the collector of Customs at Swansea, 
that she was known by the name of the “ San Francisco,” but that she was 
registered at Gibraltar as the “Saint Francis,” of 108 tons, official number 
41,497, Guiseppe Garibaldi, master, with a crew of 11 hands, a cargo of 166 
tons of steam coals; and that she sailed from Swansea for Gibraltar on the 
21st of November last. 

Ihe master and the whole of the crew were foreigners, and they left Ii’eland 
immediately after the disposal of the wreck and cargo ; we have, therefore, no 
information of the voyage after the vessel left Swansea, nor have we been enabled 
to ascertain whether any disaster occurred between the 21 st of November, the 
date of her sailing (excepting that she was leaky), and the 7th of January, when 
she was run ashore at Muckross, in Clonakilty Bay, for the purpose of stoppino' 
the leak. ® 

It may be here observed, that the vessel was very old (App. p. 14), and that 
she was fastened and sheathed with yellow metal, which, throughout the evi- 
dence, is called “ copper.” 

On the afternoon of the 7th Januaiy she was standing into the Bay under 
canvas, and she struck on the rocks, then submerged, and afterwards went 
over them about high water, onto the strand, which it was the captain’s original 
intention of taking ; and there appears to be little doubt that had the weather 
265 . A continued 
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continued moderate, he would have succeeded in stopping the leak, and pro- 
ceeding on the voyage. 

The intelligence rapidly spread abroad that there was a ship ashore ; and in a 
very short time a crowd of people had assembled for the purpose of plunder. 

The coast guard were on the spot when the vessel ran ashore ( App. p. 26), and 
some of the county constabulary soon followed (App. p. 17); there was therefore 
no lack of diligence on their part- on this occasion. And it is due to Sub- 
constable Shields to state that he volunteered to man the boat for landing the 
crew, and that in so doing he lost his uniform, when no one else would venture 
with Mr. Gallwa}* in his gallant conduct on thaToccasion. 

The subsequent proceedings in regard to this vessel form the subject of this 
inquiry, and it may be convenient to classify them as follows: — 

I. The Receiver ofWreck, the Coast Guard, and the Constabulary. 

II. The Proceedings of Mr. Beamish, and the Persons whom he 

appointed Salvors, 

III. The Plunder. 

IV. The disposal of the Property. 

V. Conclusion. 

I. The Receiver of Wreck, the Coast Guard, and the Constabulary. 

The Collector of Her Majesty’s Customs at Cork is the Receiver of Wreck, 
and he has a deputy at Kinsale, who exercises the functions of the Receiver 
for the district in which Clonakilty is comprised. From the Deputy Receiver, 
Mr. Quill, we learned that, although he was apprised of the wreck, and was 
requested by the officer of the coast guard to go up, he declined to do so, 
excusing himself on the plea of bad roads, and inclement weather (App. p. 12). 
Mr. Quill made no effort to see the master, or to take his deposition, as re- 
quired by the 448th section of the Merchant Shipping Act, and paragraph 39 of 
his instructions. In fact, in this instance the functions of the Receiver appear 
to have been ignored until the question arose of a claim for services rendered, 
when a deposit of 20 was made with Mr. Quill, and returned to the parties 
upon a settlement of the claim without his interposition (App, p, 12). 

The coast guard were, in the absence of Lieutenant Synge, the chief officer, 
from sickness, under the command of the chief boatman in charge, Mr. Bridle! 
They were protecting the jiroperty from the hour of the vessel coming on shore 
to the final sale of the wreck ; l3ut when we refer to the evidence of Sub- 
constable Shields (App. pp. 18, 19), and find that he saw the property unpro- 
tected by them when numbers of people were there for the purpose of plunder, 
it is our opinion that it would have been more satisfactory if an officer of 
greater enei-gy than Mr. Bridle had been in charge to control and direct the 
men ; and especially so on the occasion of the stone-throwing on Thursday 
night, when the coast guard fired several rounds of ball cartridge on the people, 
an act which we consider to be of a very serious character that should never 
have been resorted to, excepting when the danger to life was imminent. It is 
fortunate that no one was hurt on either side. There was no evidence of imme- 
diate danger to the coast guard, therefore the firing was, in our opinion, quite 
unjustifiable (App. pp. 14, 15, 25, 27 , and 29). ’ 

With reference to the absence of the inspecting commander from this wreck, 
where his presence would have been of so much value, we learn that at the 
time, in consequence of the disturbed state of the country, he was instructed to 
be constantly at Kinsale, and ready for any emergency when liis services would 
be required. 

The constabulary, on this occasion, were early in attendance, and in sufficient 
force to assist the coast guard on Monday, and until the afternoon of Tuesday, 
in maintaining order.^ We are of opinion that, in directing the withdrawal of 
the police, Mr. Beamish acted injudiciously. It was solely through their in- 
strumentality that several persons were convicted Of stealing the property ; and 
although there was a diversity of opinion expressed as to the time when the 
plunder of the sheathing was effected, we believe that there would have been 
less if the services of the constabulary had been continued. 

We shall merely refer to Mr. Thomas Beamish’s disparaging testimony (App. 

p. 29)', 
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p. 29), for the purpose of expressing our confident opinion that the charge he 
has made cannot be substantiated. ° 

There may be a difference of opinion whether civilians or the coast guard and 
police are the best guardians of wrecked property, but we are inclined to believe 
that disciplined men, properly armed, are better prejmred to resist a mob of 
wreckers than civilians. 

II. The Proceedings of Mr. Beamish, and the Persons whom he 
appointed Salvors. 

Captain Garibaldi landed, as before stated, on fiTonday evening, the 7th Jan- 
uary. and he soon afterwards was in communication with Mi\ Beamish, of 
Muckross, a magistrate of die county of Cork, who, as he states (App. p. 31), 
by the captain’s consent, appointed his four sons, his father -in law, and Mr. 
Gallway, salvors. 

With reference to this appointment of salvors by Mr. Beamish, we have to 
observe that the captain was then in possession, and that there was no salvage 
duty to be undertaken. A salvor is a person by whose assistance a ship or her 
cargo is saved from damage or loss ; and we have .Mr. Gallway’s testimony that 
up to the following day at noon Captain Garibaldi refused to delegate his autho- 
rity to anyone (App. p. 24). Moreover, we have had no evidence that Mr. 
Beamish went personally to the vessel on Monday to give directions, and take 
command as a magistrate in the absence of the Receiver, under the 441st and 
445th sections of the Act. We therefore consider that the appointment of 
salvors by him on that day was invalid and improper. We have here to observe 
that Mr. Gallway declined to act as salvor unless he had charge from the cap- 
tain himself (App. p. 24) ; and that later in the evening the coast guard and 
constabulary went “ and cleared the vessel of the persons on board.” Mr. 
Beamish informed us that his father-in-law, a very old man (one of the salvors 
whom he appointed), was forcibly removed from the vessel (App. pp. 26, 36) by 
the police, who, according to the evidence of Mr. Clements, the head constable, 
were thanked by Captain Garibaldi on the following day for protecting the 
property (App. p. 16). 

On the afternoon of Tuesday, at Mr. Beamish’s solicitation, Captain Garibaldi 
signed a document which entirely transferred his control over the wreck and 
cargo to Mr. Beamish, and from that time until he was superseded by the 
Messrs. Cummins, of Queenstown, he had legal authority to take charge and 
give directions as he might think proper (App. pp. 21, 23, 25, and 31). 

His first act after receiving this authority was to discharge the police. From 
his account, there was nothing to protect (App. pp. 23, 32) ; but we have the 
evidence of the coast guard and police (App. pp. 15, 16, 20, 25, 26, 28) ; of Mr. 
Colman and Mr. Gallway (App. pp. 21, 24), that there was a crowd of people 
there at the time the police retired, with an evident indication of lawlessness 
and plunder ; and we consider that it was injudicious to remove tliem. 

We are the more confirmed in that opinion when we find that the persons 
appointed by Mr. Beamish, rendered no assistance whatever in guarding the 
property (App. pp. 25, 27, 29, 34), and we can arrive at but one conclusion 
with reference to this proceeding on the part of Mr- Beamish, that he was 
superseding an efficient, trustworthy, and most active body of men, who were 
of essential service, for persons who, from their habits and position, were unfit 
for the work to be done- 

Mr. Beamish expressed hiniself in very animated language (App. p. 36} on 
the inversion of society, by the supposition that gentlemen were expected to do 
the duty of common labourers. \Ve do not hesitate in submitting that the 
gentlemen whom Mr. Beamish appointed were out of place there ; and noting 
his own repeated remark of the small value of the property to be guarded, to 
appoint his own relatives, one of whom was far advanced in years, and there- 
fore incapable of exertion, at the rate of 1 1. per diem, to do what could be 
much more efficiently done by policemen earning 1 s. 6 or 2 s. per diem was, 
to say the least of the transaction, highly inconsistent. 

In the statement with which Mr. Beamish favoured us on the third day of 
the inquiry, he observed that it might be supposed “ that a dozen of the coast 
guard and a dozen of the police were necessary for the protection of that pro- 
perty ” after his purchase of it ; hut it must he borne in mind that before his 
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purchase the hull had been entirely denuded of everything. The materials, 
rigging, sails and stores had been dispersed, the sheathing stripped off, and the 
bolts removed ; in fact the hull was then in the condition that Mr. Beamish 
endeavoured to show the vessel was in when she came ashore with all her stores 
on board, '‘with nothing to protect.” His “ moral influence” may therefore, 
in this instance, be said to be in abeyance (App. p. 36). 

Mr. Beamish having expressed a wish that the statement made by him should 
be carefully reported, we have only here to call especial attention to his obser- 
vations (App. p. 35), 



HI. The Plunder. 

No sooner had the tide receded, and the vessel was high and dry, than the 
plunder of the metal sheathing commenced. There does not appear to have 
been any cessation of this plunder from the moment that the vessel came on 
the beach until the whole of the sbeathing that could be got at was carried 
away. The coast guard and the constabulary, so long as they were there, did 
all they could to prevent the lawlessness that prevailed ; and we consider the 
statement of Mr. Thomas Beamish in regard to the conduct of the two services 
on this occasion (App. p. 29), to be undeserving of attention ; on the contrary, 
we find that it was through the instrumentality of the police that several offenders 
were brought to justice (App. p. 19) ; and we also find that one of the sails was 
being carried away from the forecastle on Tuesday night, when the coast guard 
frustrated the robbery. The names of the offenders, who were tenants of Mr. 
Beamish, were given to Mr. Henry Beamish, but no notice was taken of the 
offence (App. p. 27 )- 

We have no evidence of the plunder of any other portions of the wreck. 
The rigging, sails, and small stores, appear to have been placed in security, and 
to have been sold at the auction. 

Our attention was directed during some considerable portion of the inquiry 
to the disposal of the sheathing that was plundered, and we elicited from the 
vai-ious witnesses that it was much loosened, and a large quantity was washed 
away at the time, and subsequent to the vessel being on the rocks (App. 
pp. 24, 26, 28). The quantity thus lost may be estimated at one-fourth, or three 
cwt. ; the quantity plundered at five cwt., and the quantity stripped off and 
delivered to the final purchaser, Mr. Beamish, at five cwt. We have made 
this estimate after a careful consideration of all the evidence. One of the 
coast guard (App. p. 28), estimates the quantity of sheathing of the vessel at 
one ton, and the quantity plundered and washed away at 12 cwt. Mr. Hoffman 
the auctioneer, who has had considerable experience in such matters, and who 
carefully looked over the wreck, gives the full sheathing at seven cwt., and the 
bolts three cwt. (App. p. 44). Mr. Gallway states (App. p. 24), that the 
sheathing was “as thin as brown paper.” Taking the evidence as an ap- 
proximation to the truth, we believe that the country people carried away, as we 
have above stated, about five cwt. of the sheathing, and some of the bolts ; and, 
with the exception of what was taken from them when in the act of plunder by 
the police and coast guard, we are of opinion that the quantity so plundered 
has never been recovered. It may appear fi'om the tenor of the questions put 
by us to the respective witnesses, and from the expressions of Mr. Beamish, 
that we were under the impression that the copper which was stolen came 
ultimately into his possession; we deem it right to state, that our object 
was to ascertain what became of it, and in no way to imply that he re- 
ceived it. 



IV. The disposal of the Property. 

The captain made an arrangement with Messrs. Cummins’ clerk for a sale of 
the wreck and cargo on the Monday following (14th January), and on that day 
a public auction took place. We have from Messrs. Hoffman (the auctioneer), 
Hogan, Hughes, and Coleman, an account of what occurred. The property 
was sold in lots in the usual manner, but the auctioneer describes the in- 
terruptions (he calls it opposition and intimidation), on the part of lilr. Beamish, 
and the consequent confusion (App. p. 44), so that the lots were not care- 
fully 
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fully marked. A dispute arose with Mr. Beamish as to the chains and anchors 
(App. p. 44), the auctioneer believing that he sold the three lots for 18 /. 15 s., 
and the price of them was reduced to 6 15 y. Then there were several 

things that could not be found, in the confusioit, and the purchasers refused to 
pay for them. The total proceeds of the sale, according to the auctioneer s 
account, was 154?. 9 s. 6d.-, but to this amount is to be added a sum of 5 I, 
being the difference between the sum of 55 L, for which the hull was knocked 
down to Captain Hughes, and its subsequent purchase by kir. Beamish for 
50 1 . ; and 12 ?. on the chains and anchors, as previously stated. These two 
sums make a total of 17 L, which ought to be paid by Captain Hughes to the 
credit of the ship (App. j). 44). 

On applying to Mr. Hoffman, the auctioneer, and Mr. Hogan, who kept the 
account of the sale, we find that no copy of the account has been kept by either 
of them, the original Iiaving been handed with the other vouchers *to Captain 
Garibaldi. We can only express our opinion on this very irregular mode of 
proceeding ; it is usual in all such cases for copies of the vouchers and accounts 
to be kept for reference. 

The only other person who noted the sale of the respective lots was 
Mr. Bridle, the chief boatman of the coast guard (App. p. 35). We 
annex the memorandum furnished by him, which, after correction, shows a 
total of 181 ?. Gs. Therefore, after adding to the sum accounted for by the 
auctioneer (154 Z. 9 6 cZ.), the sum of 17 1. due from Captain Hughes, there 

appears to be a deficiency (if Mr. Bridle is correct) of 9 /. 11 5. 6 d., which is 
the sum due for the missing lots ; in fact, there is a sum of 26 Z. 11s. 6 d., 
which ought to have been received bj the auctioneer, to the credit of the account, 
and which still remains unpaid. Messrs. Cummins Brothers, who were acreats 
for the Captain at the time of the sale, are fully cognizant of this deficiency, 
but we have no knowledge of their intentions in regard to it. Had the sale of 
this property been conducted in the usual and regular manner, and the lots 
duly paid for, there would have been a much more favourable balance at its 
close. 

On the evening of the auction, Captain Hughes gave directions for the charge 
of the hull, and for stripping the remainder of the sheathing which was on it, 
and then in the shingles. The quantity thus obtained, with the bolts, was what 
Mr. Beamish describes in his evidence (App. p. 35), as having been purciiased 
by him. 

Four days after the sale, Mr. Beamish purchased the hull by private contract 
from Mr. Hoffman, who acted for Captain Hughes, the purchaser. Much has 
been said during this inquiry about the loose “ copper,” whether it was sold 
with the hull, and whether, if any was discovered, it would go to the purchaser 
of the hull. After very carefully sifting the evidence, we cannot find that any 
such “ copper ” came to the purchaser, excepting a quantity (about 1 cwt.) 
which was seen by Mr. Hogan on the day of the sale in Donovan’s house (App. 
p. 45). This small quantity was missed by every one else ; no one seems to 
have thought of this loft over the room where the other articles were stored; 
and although Mr. Hogan states that it was sold with the hull, it does not 
appear to have been accounted for. We have previously referred to this matter 
in page 4 of this report. 

In the absence of the vouchers showing the particulars of the disbursements, 
we are unable to direct our attention to them, but on referring to the account 
current, a copy of which we annex, it will be perceived that, considering the 
small value of the property, the charges are considerable. It is true that 
Clonakilty is a long way from Q.uenstown, and, as Mr. Walter Cummins justly 
remarked, people could not be expected to travel thither for nothing (App. 
p. 45). We may instance the demand of Mr. Colman of 36 L 9s. 7(1., which 
included the expenses incurred by him on behalf of the purchaser of the hull, 
and which was reduced to 6 Z. 17 s. 

Had it not been for the liberality of Messrs. Cummins, assisted by others, 
Captain Garibaldi, after the disposal of his vessel and her cai'go, would have 
been penniless in a strange land, and without the means of departing to his 
own country. 
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V. Conclusion. 

In view of what has transpired with regard to the coast guard claim, we 
would suggest whether it would not be advisable to adopt a fixed scale of 
remuneration similar to that now in existence for the Irish constabulary, on 
occasion of attendance at wrecks ; and in the case of foreign vessels, where the 
masters do not understand Government officials being paid for what they look 
on as a part of their duty, it may be worthy of consideration whether the 
Government should not defray the charge. Where a claim is made we think 
it should be adhered to. The coast guard claim is still in abeyance, though 
the sum of 6 1. is retained by Messrs. Cummins for its payment ; and the con- 
stabulary accepted a sum of 5 1. in lieu of 9 3 s. claimed by them according 

to the established scale. 

We have, &c. 

(signed) Henry. D. Grant, Captain r.n. 

J. Hughes. 

The Secretary, Board of Trade. 



APPENDIX. 



St. Francis — Official No. 41,497. 



Port of Swansea. 



Ship’s Name and 
Destination. 


Tonnage and j 
Number of Guns, i 

1 


If British, Port of 
Registry; if Foreign, 
the Counti'y. 


Number 

of 

Crew. 


Name 

of 

Muster. 


Number 

of 

Passengers 
or Troops. 


Tons. 


Guns. 


San Francisco : 
Gibraltar 


108 


- 


Gibraltar 


11 


G. Garibaldi 


- 



Numbei’ of Documents — Cargo- 



Number of Documents — Stores. 



British Goods and Foreign 
Goods free of Duty, and Foreign 
Goods not for Drawback. 



Bills, bonded goods. 

Bills, drawback goods (Excise), 
Pricking notes for the above. 
Bills, drawback goods (Customs), 
Pricking notes for ditto. 
Certificates annexed to victual- 
ling bill. 

Bills for free goods. 

Clerk. 



Red bills, bonded goods. 

Red bills, drawback goods (Ex- 
cise). 

Pricking notes for the above. 
Red bills, drawback goods (Cus- 
toms). 

Pricking- notes for ditto. 

Bond notes. 

Authorities. 

Clerk. 



One hundred and sixty-six 
tons steam coal. 



R. D, Price, 

Skipper. 



Broker, Marteo i Pence, 

Cleared, Swansea, Examined, 

Dated 27 October 1866, (signed) C/ierry, Searcher. 



1 do declare, that the above Content is a true account of all goods shipped or intended to be shipped 
on board the above-named ship, and correct in all other particulars, and that all the requirements of 
the Act 17 & 18 Viol. cap. 104, have been duly complied with. 

(signed) G. GariiaWi, Master. 
Signed and declared, this 27th day of October, 1866, before me, 

(signed) Thos Ferris, Collector. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




WRECK OF THE SAN FRANCISCO.” 



[Stamp, 6 a.] 

I HEREBY authorise aud empower Henry B. Beamish, Esq., of Muckross, in the 
County of Cork, to take charge of my vessel, the “ San Francisco,” and her cargo, laden 
with coals of Swansea, and bound to Gibraltar, now stranded and run ashore on the beach 
of Muckross, his property ; and to save and preserve the cargo and materials of said 
vessel, and deposit the same in a safe place, and to employ labourers, and such persons as 
may be necessary for that purpose, and to pay the men employed reasonable liire for their 
services, and to compound and settle all salvage claims to the extent of one-fourth of the 
value of the vessel and her cargo, first deducting 5 1. per cent., agent’s fees. 

(signed) Guiseppe Garibaldi. 

Dated this 8th day of Januai-y 1867. 

Present, 

(signed) John S. Forster. 



Dirk Cove Coast Guard Station, 

28 Januai-y 1867. 

No salvage claim, but remunemtion granted by tlie agenla at the time of sale, for 
services rendered by the crews of Dunny Cove and Du-k Cove Stations, from the lih to 
14th of Januai-y 1867, at the wreck of the brig “ San Francisco,” at Duneen Point, near 
Muckross. 



28 Journeys of 14 miles, at 3 d. per mile 

34 Men, entire days and nights, at 4 s. per day and nig] 

Horse hire for officer, on night of the 7th 

Total - 





£. s. d. 


- 


4 18 - 


it 


6 16 - 


■ 


- 5 - 


- - £. 


11 19 - 



. (signed) James Bridle, 

R. J . Quill, Esq., Collector, &c. &c. Chief Boatman in charge, Dirk Cove. 

Kinsale. 



Gentlemen, Customs, Kinsale, 30 January 1867. 

Aknexed is the account of expenses in re " San Francisco.” 

Yours, &c. 

(signed) R. J. Quill, 

Messrs. Cummins & Brothers, Deputy Receiver of Wreck. 

Queenstown. 



Sir, Coast Guard, Kinsale, 28 February 1867. 

Messrs. Cu3I3iiks & Brothers, Ship Agents of Queenstown, having, on behalf of the 
captain and owners of the ship “ San Francisco,” declined to pay the coast guard claim*of 
11 1. 18 s. 6 d, for guarding and protecting, on the ground that such wholesale robberies 
had been co mmi tted on the wreck that there was not sufficient proceeds, I am directed 
by the Comptroller General, before taking other steps, to apply to you, as the magistrate 
on the spot, the principal salvor, and the gentleman who was witness to the agreement of 
the agent of Messrs. Cummins to pa^ the amount claimed, to know if you will pay the 
sum in question, or whether you consider yourself bound to enforce payment thereof of 
the agents or owners. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Charles Gray Jones, 

— Beamish, Esq., J.P., Clonakilty. Jnspecting Commissioner. 



Saxe of Wreck and Cargo of " San Francisco.” 



£. 


s. 


d. 


£. 


5 . 


d. 


£. 


s. 


d. 


£. 


s. 


d. 


£. 


s. 


d. 


1 


10 


- 


_ 


6 


- 


- 


7 


6 


_ 


6 


_ 


1 


_ 




1 


6 


- 


1 


- 


~ 


- 


18 


- 


- 


12 


6 


_ 


1.5 


_ 




- 


- 


1 


12 


- 


- 


6 


- 


_ 


6 




_ 


9 


_ 


- 


14 


- 


1 


10 


- 


- 


9 


- 


1 


10 


- 


_ 


17 


_ 


- 


12 


- 


- 


17 


- 


52 


10 


- 


1 


12 


_ 


2 


10 


_ 


3 


5 


- 


- 


3 


- 


60 


- 


- 


_ 


2 


_ 


1 


7 


_ 


1 


3 


- 


- 


8 


- 


2 


10 


- 


3 


5 


_ 


1 


10 


_ 


1 


6 


- 


- 


16 




IS 


16 




1 


6 


_ 


1 


_ 


_ 


1 


1 


- 


■ 


1 


- 


! 2 


2 


- 


- 


15 


_ 




3 


6 


1 


1 


■ 


” 


19 




” 


5 


“ 




13 






18 


- 
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- 13 - 
1 8 - 



- 7 6 

- 15 - 
3 16 - 



Janies Bridle, Chief Boatman in charge, Dirk Cove, 
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(The Original, ivith the Vouchers, handed to Captain Garibaldi.) 



Brig “ San Francisco.” Captain Garibaldi. 



To N. J. Cummins Brothers, Queenstown. 
Dr. 



January 18C7 - 


To paid Surveyor's fees ------- 


£. s. d. 
0 6 - 




,, Beumish’s account ------- 


37 8 - 




,, Coleman’s account, 36 Z. 9«. 7 d. (unsettled demand; 


C 17 - 




since settled for 6 Z. 17 s.) 

„ Boat’s crew, running out lines (demand, 20 Z., compro- 


7 - - 




raised for 7 Z.). 

„ Coast pruard, four men, six days, at 5i. per diem (still 


6 - - 




unsettled ; proposed settlement). 

„ Police (demand, 6 Z. 3 f., settled for 5 Z.) - - - 


5 - - 




„ Clerk, travelling expenses ----- 


3 - - 




„ Intei-preter, travelling expenses, per bill - - - 


3 16 10 




„ Clerks, time and attendance at sale, &c. . - - 


6 - - 




,, Interpreter, time and attendance at sale, &c. 


6 - - 




„ Storage of cargo ------- 


3 - - 




,, Bennett, notary ------- 


8 16 4 




„ Crew assisting to save cargo ----- 


11 15 - 




„ Captain’s hotel bill ------- 


5 5 6 




„ Board and lodging of crow, eight for 15 days, at 2 s. 


12 - - 




per diem. 

,, Sundry expenses to Cork, r« protest, &c. - - - 


3 - - 




Agency Commission - 


*130 6 7 
6 10 3 




Balance over ----- 


136 15 10 
- 4 - 




Total - - - £. 


136 19 10 



* Should be 130 l.is.'!d. \ error in addition, 1 s. 



Cr. 



January 1867 - 


By I’roceeds of ship and materials ----- 


.£. i. d. 
101 19 0 




Ditto - cargo 


52 10 - 




Less Auctioneer’s deductions, per account - - - . 


154 0 6 

17 9 8 




Total - - - £. 


136 19 10 



io dichiao di avere esaniinato il veynento conto e trovai tutto in 
sceilini per saldo. 



perfetta regola e ricevo quattro 
(signed) G. Garibaldi. 
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Court House, Clonakilty, 4th April 1867- 



COURT of INQUIRY relative to the Wkeck of tlie “ San Francisco,” at MucUross, 
in Clonakiltii Bay, in the Mouth of January last ; conducted by Captain H. D. Grant, 
E.N., and John Hughes, Esq., Inspectors, appointed by the Board of Trade, under the 
14th Section of “ The Merchant Shipping Act, 1854.” 



Mr. Hughes said, — I have to acquaint you that the Board of Trade have, in consequence 
of circumstances of an unusual character, directed inquiries to be made with reierence to 
the wreck of a vessel called the “ San Francisco,” at Muckross, in Clonakilty Bay, in the 
month of January last In consequence of the large number of occurrences of this descrip- 
tion which have taken place within the last year or two, it is probable that the Grovernment 
may ere long adopt very stringent measures relative to the protection of wrecked pro- 
perty, and the Board of Trade have tliought fit to institute inquiries in reference to the 
ai*rangement for protecting the property wlien this ship was wrecked. She was manned 
by foreigners ; came on shore in this bay, and became a total wreck. The property was at 
first in charge of the coast guai’d and constabidaiy, but some circumstances occurred 
winch alterecl the condition of the case, and considerable plunder took place ; and it is 

f rincipally in consequence of that plunder that this inquiry is directed to be instituted, 
shall now explain the authority under which we act. 

Mr. Hughes then read over the sections of the Act, under which the inspectors 
were appointed by the Board of Trade, with power to hold an inquiry, and suininon 
any witnesses they might desire to call before them, and to examine such witnesses 
upon oath. 

It is almost iinnecessary to say, tliat we shall proceed with this inquiry, without pre- 
judice to any one, and with a simple desire to elicit the true circumstances of the 
case. 



Mr. Richard Quill, sworn; Examined by Mr. Hughes. 

I AM the Deputy Receiver of "Wreck, and Principal Officer of the Customs at Kinsale. 
I have held that office since 1860. I communicate with the Board of Trade, through the 
Collector at Cork. The whole of Clonakilty Bay is in my district, including the position 
in which the “ San Francisco” was wrecked. I heard of the wreck the day after it 
occurred. I heard of it through a letter from the officer of the coast guard. I have not 
got that letter with me. It merely mentioned that the wreck had occurred, and requested 
me to go up. I had two letters from the coast guard. In reply I told him that I could 
not go. I gave no particular reason, merely said that I could not leave home, and could 
not attend. I do sometimes go over in cases of wreck, but on this occasion the weather 
was very severe, and. the roads almost impassable. It was in consequence of the state of 
the weather that I did not go. I did not give him any instructions to act in my behalf. 
I have not received any special instructions from the Principal Receiver of Wreck at 
Cork, with reference to the mode in which my duties are to be performed. There was no 
deposition taken in this case. I did not report the case to the Board of Trade. I do not 
communicate direct with the Board of Trade, hut through the Receiver at Cork. 
Personally, I was not present, and saw nothing of the wreck. The distance from Kinsale 
to the wreck is about 25 or 30 miles. I never saw the captain or any of the crew. I have 
no knowledge of what the cargo consisted, excepting from hearsay. Mr. Synge wrote to 
me to say that 20 /. was lodged in his hands to cover a claim made for saving the lives of 
the boat’s crew. That was deposited by the auctioneer. I wrote liim to get that sum of 
money for me to cover the claim ; merely to send the money to me. 1 retained the 
money till I received a letter from the agent in Queenstown, saying that the parties had 
been paid. I then returned the money back again to the agents. The letter was to the 
effect that they authorised somebody to pay 11 1. 16 s. to the coast guard. 

Is that the document (lianding a jja^er to the Witness') ? — Yes, that is the paper. There 
was no sum paid, they refused to pay it. No claim was put in by me. If Mr. Syno'e had 
put in a claun, I should have kept the 20 ; there was no proper claim upon the tinted 
form. 



^ Captam Grant.'] Are you not in the habit of taking depositions in cases of wreck 
— Xes; m this case, I got no instructions to act; I generally apply to the Receiver whe- 
mer 1 slmuld ^proceed or not. I have a special warrant from the Board of Trade as 
V t ^ warrant gives me full powers to act as Receiver. 

Ihia being so, why dad you not attend to that most essential part of your duty, the 
ta^g ffie deposition of the captain of the vessel ? — I cannot proceed -without the sanction 
of the Receiver. I always apply to him, though there is nothing in my instructions to 
•that eneot. Mr, Gallway wrote me a letter ; he said he had no printed fonn, but put in a 

claim 
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claim verbally, through his letter, for this 20 1, for saving the lives of the men ; on re- 
ceiving that letter, I wrote to Mr. Synge to demand the sum of 20/. towards that claim. 
That 20 1. was not in respect of any claim by the coast guard ; it was for Mr. Gallway’s 
claim. 

I understand you, if the claim had been made by Mr. Synge, you would have retained 
that 20 1. ? — I woulA 

It left tlie impression on our minds that you claimed the 20 /. for the coast guard ? 

It was for a boat’s crew, for Mr. Gallway’s claim. That claim was compromised for 7 1. 
It was for saving the lives of the crew, and guiding the vessel. 

By Mr. Hughes."] When was the last deposition taken by you? — Some day lately. 

By Captain Grant] There was a vessel called the “ Assaye ” wrecked, about two years 
ago, was there not ? — I think that was on the Skibbereen side. 

By Mr. Hughes.] I have no knowledge of the flag of this vessel, or to the country to 
which she belonged. 

Captain Jones, examined by Mr. Hughes. 

I AM inspecting commander of the coast guard ; I remember the wreck of the '• San 
Francisco.” As far as I recollect, she came on shore about four o’clock in the afternoon 
of the 7th of January. The officer-s under me have widtten orders, whenever a wreck 
occm-s, to hire horses or cars and to send intelligence to me at once. This was done in 
this case ; the intelligence reached me shortly after daylight on the following morning. 
The information was to the effect that the ship was well on tlie beach ; that the crew were 
on shore ; and that my presence was not required. In course of the next two or three 
days I received a small note from Lieutenant Synge, who was then sick in bed; but who 
appears to have received reports from Mr. Bridle, the chief boatman in chaise, to the 
effect that the wreck was going on well, that there was nothing wrong. I was not aware that 
there was anything going wrong until I was informed by Lieutenant Synge that the 
claim for jDayment oi the coast guard had not been paid, and that Messrs. Cummins’ brokers 
had not forwarded to him the money from Queenstown. I then proceeded to the spot, 
and called on some of the coast guai*cl to give me their statements as to what had taken 
place. It appeared to me that things had been mismanaged, and that an inquh-y was 
necessary. I made a report of the cireun^tances to the Controller General of the coast 
guai'd. There has been a variety of correspondence between myself and the Controller 
General, and between myself and Messrs. Cummins on the subject. With reference to 
the transactions on the beach, Mr. Synge will be better able to acquaint you than myself : 
I could only repeat what he has told me ; I came down to the spot about 10 days after 
the wreck, and held an inquiry on the 1st of February. The snip was under English 
eoloui'S, with a foreign crew ; 1 did not see the captain or any of the crew. 

By Captain Grant.] Did you report the tonnage of the vessel? — It appeared in the 
Wreck Report, W. R. 1. I think it was about 500 or 600 tons; it might be a little 
less. 

By Mr. Hughes.] On this occasion I wrote to the Deputy Receiver as soon as I found 
out how matters stood. I was aware that he knew that the wreck was on shore. He 
wrote to me, and informed me that he was not going to the wreck. Afterwards, when 
there was a question about the money not being paid; I was in constant communication 
with him. I reside at Kinsale. With reference to the duties of the Deputy Receiver, 
until it became a question of non-payment of expenses or salvage, I am not aware that 
tbere was any communication between him and the people in charge. I think it would 
be convenient that the Receiver of Wreck should attend in cases of this kind. I think 
that very often the coast guai-d, from various circumstances, are not able to form a judg- 
ment in such cases, and there should be persons who are able to give an opinion on the 
spot. I have no doubt Mr. Quill would have been able to give advice, and to render 
assistance, had he been there. Lieutenant Synge was still on the sick list, and therefore, 
as far as the duties of the coast guard are concerned, he had nothing to do with it ; but 
Mr. Bridle, the chief boatman in charge, not being an officer, and their being nobody else 
to apply to for advice, he appears to have gone to Lieutenant Synge and to have been 

f uided by his advice, ilr. Synge has been atDonnycove, 11 or 12 years. The chief 
oatman has been at tbe station longer than that ; 1 do not consider Mr. Bridle an ener- 

f etic officer at all, and I have previously informed the Controller General to that effect ; I 
0 not think there was anything lost through the negligence of any person in connection with 
the coast guard ; I think that the coast guard were woUy incapable of conteudiim against 
the numbers of people that were there, and that Mr. Bridle was perfectly aware tnat they 
were incapable of doing so, and that still he allowed this state of things to continue, he 
stating that the principal salvor, Mr. Beamish, had said that they were sufficient, he con- 
sidered that the blame was taken off his shoulders. The coast guard station is about four 
miles from the wreck, it would take an hour to reach the wreck from the station. When 
the wreck took place there were only four men there to protect the property. They were 
armed with pistols. The captain retained command of the vessel for 24 hours after she 
came on shore, he having informed the chief boatman that he intended to retain that com- 
mand. The chief boatman’s statement is that at the end of 24 hours he was informed 
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that Mr. Beamish had been appointed principal salvor by the captain, and. that up to that 
time the constabulary were engaged in protecting the u'reclc. At the end of the 24 hours 
Mr. Beamish read a paper to liim to the effect that he was appointed principal salvor. On 
tiiatj Mr. Beamish dismissed all the constabulary in charge, stating that their services 
were not required. Mr. Bridle states that when he was told that, lie represented that the 
coast guard were not sufficient to protect the wreck. Mr. Boamiali said that was his business, 
that he was the magistrate on the spot ; that he was in charge of the wreck, and had been 
appointed salvor, and if they were not sufficient, he would appoint other persons who 
would assist the coast guard. 

By Captain Grani.] In the 24 hours before this alteration took place, when the captain 
had charge of his ship, the coast guard were watching the ship, together with the con- 
stabulary. 

John Warren, sworn; Examined by Captain Grant. 

I AH a commissioned boatman ; I was present at the wreck of the “ San Francisco,” in 
January last ; it occurred on the 7th of January, between three and four o’clock ; wc got 
to the wreck about one o’clock on the day following. I cannot say how many of tlic coast 
guard were there when I arrived; several were there. I rem.aincd on duty for 24 hours 
from that time ; whilst I rvas on duty I saw no plundering going on ; the chief pai’t of 
the copper was stripped off the bottom before I arrived there ; I could not say how much 
copper had been stripped off. The masts did not go by the board ; the top-gallant yards' 
and everything w'ere all left; they were never broken up during the whole time we left 
her there. Ail the spars, and sails, and ropes were landed ; I am not aware that any 
portion of it was stolen ; it was put into a house on the top of the cliff. I did not see any 
small stores belonging to the slrip ; I saw amongst other stores a carpenter’s tool chest ; 
that was put into the house along with the rest of the wreck. The sea was breaking over 
the vessel at high water ; at high water you could not get on board of her at all ; at half 
tide you could "et on board and strip her. On the 8th I was assaulted with a shower of 
stones from off uie cliff ; I could not tell the cause of that ; the people were on the cliff, 
and in portions of the cliff ; I fired upon them with ball cai-tridge ; I do not know whether 
I hit anyone ; it was in the night. There were four of the coast guard altogether ; none 
of the police were there then ; there were no civilians on guaixl ; we four were the sole 
protectors of the propeifty. This shower of stones continued for about a quarter of an 
hour or 20 mmutes ; I do not know what caused them to desist, unless it was the firing; 
none of us left in consequence of the stones being thrown ; we came on the cliff occa- 
sionally, to see that the mob were all cleared away ; I did not think it was necessary to take 
any steps to get reinforcement; for the remainder of the night it was quiet. The follow- 
ing morning (the 9tli) they commenced collecting again, some on the cliff, some on tho 
beach ; those who were on the beach tried to take tlie copper from, the ship, and we stopped 
them ; we did not arrest anyone. 

By Mr. Huffhes.'] Mr. Beamish had charge of the vessel; the captain gave the sh^) up 
to him. I never saw Mr. Beamish from the time that the wreck took place until the time 
of the auction; I was there on the day of the auction. The copper had been taken off 
the ship by force, and not by the rocks; my reason for saying so is this, it was taken off 
the starboard side, and the ship was laying off from the shore ; and therefore it could not 
have been taken off by the rocks ; it was torn off all along the waist, from the fore to the 
main chains; she was a brig; I am told there was over 500 tons of coal on board of 
her. 

ill'. Beamish stated that there was nothing neai’ so much; only about 160 tons. 

The Witness."), This copper was taken off the same night the ship came on shore ; I do 
not know how took the ground ; her seams had very much opened ; when I went 
there the coal was in the ship ; I went on board ; I went into the cabin ; I did not see 
any cases of brandy, or rum, or anything of the kind. It was all a complete wreck. 

By Captain Grant.) I heard the captain say that he had thrown overboai'd a quantity 
of coal ; that was before he came on shore. 

By Mr. Hughes.) He said that the ship was leaking through stress of weather ; she 
appeared to me to tie a very old ship ; her stern post was quite rotten. 

By Captain Grant.) As far as I could understand,, the captain ran the vessel on shore 
in order to save the crew ; they were all saved. I received no orders to desist from iiaiu g 
my fire-arms ; no one spoke to me about it. 

By Mr. Hughes (to Mr. Quill).'] There is a notice to be given by the salvors to the- 
Receiver to detain the property until their claims are satisfied ? — I had no demand of that 
kind made to me. 

Mr. Quill said, in answer to Captain Jonesi that Form W. R. 18, was sent to him 
from Lieutenant Synge, which he forwarded to the Board of Trade. 

Captain Jones stated that he had received a similai- form, which he forwarded to the' 
Controller (General. 

Mr. Hughes (to Mr. Qmz 7^).] The form of claim for travelling charges was made use of 
by the coast guard ? — Yes, it was. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




WRECK OF THE “ SAN FRANCISCO.” 



35 



John E. Warren, sTrorn ; Esamined by Mr. Hughes. 

I AM a boatman ; I Have been at Ring going on to 3^ years. If a -vrveck takes plane on 
the other side of Clouakilty Bay, I generally go over to assist. Sluekross is within my 
guard ; I recollect the wreck of this vessel ; i got there the day after she was wrecked, 
24 hours after ; there were 200 or 300 people on the shore when 1 anived there ; T saw them 
attempt to plunder, and they were stopped ; there was none of the stores, rigging, and so 
on, of the shi^ landed ; everything was in its place ; I saw several attempting to get the 
copper off. Besides us four there were three or four more of the coast guard ; seven or 
eight altogether ; there were some of the police until about three o’clock in the evening ; 
they were sent away; I should say there were eight or nine policemen ; I was not there 
all the time ; I was relieved occasionally. I did not see the police ordered away from the 
wreck; I know they were withdrawn; they went away the day that I came there, the 
very same day. I went away on the 9th ; I do not know bow it was they went away, 
and did not know why ; that had nothing to do with me. 

By Mr. Beamish (through the Court).'] Do you know whether the police had any pro- 
perty there to protect? — I do not know; I had no interference with dicm. 

By Mr. "When the police went away there was a crowd of people there ; I 
should think about 400 or 500 people. The spars and rigging were not taken on shore. 
I saw the people attempting to take copper away ; the copper that was taken off was on 
the starboard side, most of it ; I have no idea what quantity ivas taken away. I went 
there again on the 10th, and remained there 24 hours. The auction took place on the 
following Monday, the 13th. 

By Mr. Beamish.] What property were the police protecting ? — They were protecting 
all that was in the ship ; they were doing the same duty that we were doing. I do not 
know of any plunder subsequently. 

By Captain Grant.] We considered that we had property to protect. There were the 
spars, rigging, sails, and copper on the ship, We had a guard over the house that the stores 
were taken to. There was no attack made upon that house that I know of. Dooley was 
one of the men on guard there. We were assaulted with stones on the 8th ; we fired our 
pistols. I believe the people wanted to drive us away from the wreck, so that they might 
get a chance of plundering. There was property there at the time. It was on the 9th, 
• about 11 o’clock, that the vessel was commenced sti-ipping. We remained on guai’d about an 
hour after they commenced stripping the vessel. There wei'e no policemen there on the 9th , 
There were no police there when we were pelted with stones, only four of the coast guard. 
There were no other persona guarding the property at that time excepting two of Mr. 
Beamish’s sons, who were in the house on the cliff, but they did not lend us any assistance. 
They were supposed to be assisting in guarding the property. I understood that they 
were actually protecting the property at that time. They came down to the beach after 
we fired, the stones had ceased then. They asked us w’hy we had fired, and they advised 
US to retire from the beach. That was on account of the stone throwing; they did not 
think it safe for us to remain. They did not offer to get further assistance in protecting 
the property. None of the crew of the vessel were there at that time ; it was about mid- 
night. We were the sole protectors of the property. We did not leave the beach 
then, because there would have been no one to protect the property. Mr. Beamish’s sons 
did not say anything as to our getting additional aid. We pointed out to them that 
if we left the beach the property would be unguarded. They made no reply ; but we 
remained on the beach. A great deal of copper was stripped off one .side of the ship, from 
the foremast to the mainmast, but how it had conie off I cannot say. I think some of it 
might have been done by the action of the sea, when the ship went on the rocks. I went 
round the ship. 

Mr. Hughes read a letter signed “ Nicholas Podesta,” which had been found on 
board the " San Francisco.” The letter was handed in by the head constable, Mr. 
Clements. . . It was a letter of inti'oduction of “ Captain Garibaldi ” to a firm in. London, 
and soliciting the assistance of the firm in obtaining freight. 



Alexander Clements, sworn ; Examined by Mr. 

I AM^the head constable at Clonakilty. My district extends to Muckross, and all over 
that neighbourhood. I recollect the wreck of the San Francisco.” It occurred on Mon- 
day Ae 7th of January, somewhere about three o’clock in the afternoon. I think I got 
the intelligence about five o’clock. As soon as I received this intelligence I commu- 
nicated with a magistrate, and got what police I could spare from the fair, and sent 
them to the wreck. It was fair day at Clonakilty. We had two police from the Common 
Mountain, and four from Clonakilty ; six altogether. 1 sent the police before, and I went 
there with an officer afterwards. I arrived there about 10 o’clock. The ship was aground 
then ; I did not see her register ; I searched, but got no other documents except the letter 
that has been handed in and read. I went on board ; the captain was not there then ; 
I thin k he was at Mr. Beamish’s house. I saw him the next day. The captain knew 
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that the police were assisting to protect the property. He said he was thankful for that; 
and I took down his name. I went on board with another policeman on purpose to see 
what things might be loose about the deck. I left the other man below to prevent parties 
coming to take away the copper. Tlicre was a great crowd then. Some attempted to get 
on board, but I prevented them. I thought there were more on board than was necessary, 
and I sent some of them off. I found the doors of the cabin open. I saw no spirits tlxere 
at all- I searched, but found none. 

Mr. Beamish stated that there was ajar of rum on board when the vessel came in; 
it was brought on shore and broken, and the spirit was spilt about tbe strand, so that 
there was no opportunity for the people to get the drink. 

The Witness.'] I remained there till about two o’clock. I saw the coast guard there. 
I saw people going aboxit the vessel to steal the copper, and I had to remove some of them. 
I think there was a small portion taken off tlie side next the sea. When I saw it after- 
wards I thought more of it had been taken. I think it was stolen during the night. My 
officers will be able to stale what occurred during my absence. On the following day I 
sent two men to assist the coast guard; they came back and said tliat they had been dis- 
missed by Mr. Beaixiish, and that their services were no longer required. These men were 
"Wilson, and acting constable Mara. I went to Mr. Beamish and asked him if lie had 
sent the police -away from the wreck ; he said he had ; that he had talccn charge of tlie 
wreck himself, and that the coast guard were quite capable of taking charge of the vessel, 
and tliat he did not require the services of tire police there auy longer. I then asked Mr. 
Beamish if he had any objection to my saying to the Government that he had dispensed 
with the sendees of the police. He said, Ro, not the slightest; that he took all the re- 
sjjonsibility on himself. After that we withdrew altogether ; we knew nothing at all 
about the wreck afterwai-ds ; we came home then, under the direction of Mr. Beamish, the 
magistrate. There -was plunder going on then. On the auction day Mr. Hoffman came 
to me, and said that be was afraid that there might be something wrong there, and that 
he required the services of the police. So I went down and examined the vessel then; 
she u as completely sti-ipped of the copper on the day of the auction. Hot in the same 
position that she was when we left lier. 

By Captain Grant] I saw Mr. Beamish in his own house; after leaving Mr. Beamish 
we came home ; the last time I saw the wreck was on Tuesday, the 8th, at about 12 
o’clock ; she was in a very safe condition then ; tliere was not much copper stripped off 
her then ; on the day of the sale she was completely stripped ; that was the 14th, Monday. 
I did not see her betw een the 8th and the 14th. The copper was plundered, there is no doubt. 

Sometimes the agents of the ship give orders for the copper to be stripped off the 
ship for the purpose of selling ; was tliat copper sold at the sale ?— It was not ; I was pre- 
sent, and I saw no copper sold sepai'ately from the sliip ; there was only a portion that I 
brought out myself, that was taken from some people that had plundered it from the ship. 
That was sold, and no other lot of copper w'as sold except a very small poiiion, 23 erhaps 
nine or ten pounds, not more. None of my men came down to the wreck between the 
8th and the 14th; I am sure they did not. Mr. Hoffman called upon me for the sei’vices 
of the police on the day of the auction ; I was not called upon before. In consequence 
of Mr. Hoffman’s request for the }5olice, I went down witlx a party. On Wednesday, 
when the police bad left, I met some property coming in a car, which was goic'T to Mr. 
Beamish’s place — some ropes, some spai-s, and some sails ; I asked where it was o-oin<y, 
and they said it was going to Mr. Beamish’s house. “ ° 

By Cajitain Grant] That was Tuesday ; there were no policemen on duty on 
Wednesday. _ 

By Mr. Hughes.] The ship came on shore on Monday, and we were removed on 
Tuesday about two o’clock in the afternoon. 

By Captain Grant.'] Have you a diary of the duties of the police ? — I have ; I will 
produce it. When I left her on Tuesday, her chain and anchor, and cables, and her sails 
were on board. Some of the sails were taken down ; I think some of them were bent on 
the yards, and some of them were down on the deck. The sailors were tyino- some of the 
sails up and sending them on shore ; the property was passing from the ship to the 
shore. 

A diary containing an account of the duties of the police was handed in, and 
portions relating to the wreck of the « San Erancisoo ” and other wrecks were read 
over. 

Mr. Hughes (to Mi*. Beamish).] It is quite clear from the evidence that the police were 
withdrawn on Tuesday, the 8th, ^ 

Mr. Beamish.] I deny that. 

Mr. Hughes.] Of course you will produce evidence to prove that. 
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Sub-inspector Simpson, of the County Constabulary; Examined by Mr. Hughes. 

I BELIEVE you gave certain instructions to your ofBcers with reference to the wreck ? 
— Yes ; it was at night when I went down to -^e place, about 10 o’clock ; I believe it 
was on the 7th. 

Will a reference to this book refresh your memory {landing the diary to the Witness) ? 

Yes, it would; it W'as on Monday, the 7tb, that the police went down, and it was on 
Tuesday, tlte 8th, that they were withdra'am by Mr. Beamish’s orders. 

Mr. Hughes (to Mr. Clements).'] Did you say that you had any instructions from the 
magistrate, with reference to the withdrawal of the police or any communication respect- 
ing their withdrawal? — None, excepting tlu-oiigh h£r. Beamish; but when I mentioned 
it to others, they said they were surprised to hear it. 

Mr. Hughes (to Sub-inspector ■S’impsow).] We should like to have your statement on 
oath. 

Sub-inspector SiaiPSON sworn. 

By Ml-. Hughes.'] The statement yon have just made with reference to the day that 
the ship was wrecked is correct ? — Perfectly correct ; the police were withdrawn on the 
following day, Tuesday, the 8th. 

By Captain Grant] Did }'ou have any communication with your head constable as to 
the withdrawal of the police ? — No more than when the constable told me that the police 
were withdrawn, I went to Mr. Beamish’s and made myself sure tliat it was a fact that 
they had been withdrawn, and I saw him pei-sonally in his house, and he told me 
that it -was ti-ue, and that they had been withdrawn, and that be had got possession of the 
vessel from the captain ; that the coast guard and his own men were quite sufficient, and 
that the police vrere not necessary ; and I further asked him -whether he had any objection 
for me to mention the matter to the Government, and he said he had not He smd that the 
value of the vessel was so small that he wished to save expense. 

Who were the other men whom he considered were sufficient ? — They were his own sons. 

By Mr. .Scaww/i.] Did I state to you that I thought six of the coast guard were quite 
ample to protect the property that was there ? — Yes, you did. 

Captain Grant (to jMr. Beaviish).] After the police were withdrawn, a large quantity 
of the copper was stolen? — I may say there was scarcely any copper at all upon the vessel 
when the police were withdi-awn ; it will appear in evidence. 

Captain Grant (to Mr. Clements).] Who is the constable who was first at the wreck? — 
Shields ; he is here. 



Thomas Shields, sworn ; Examined by Mr. Hughes. 

I A3I one of the Constabulary of this district; I heard of this wreck on the 7th of 
January, Monday. It was the fair day at ClonaMlty, and I remember it partly on that 
accoimt. I weqt down to the -wreck at about half-past three. The vessel was ashore at 
that -time ; the Captain was there. I could not get to the ship then without a boat. The 
sails were on when she came on shore ; the captain set full sail to run her aground. 
When I got down she did not appear to be much damaged. I could not observe her ades 
at that time, but at low water there seemed to be pieces of copper washed off in different 
places ; I remained there rill I saw the sailors brought to shore. I then returned, and 
went to Mr. Gallway, who seemed to be in charge of the vessel, and asked him whether 
he thought the assistance of the police would be required; and Mr. Gallway told me that 
Mr. Beamish, a magistrate, was there, and therefore he would give me no instructions. 

By Captain Grant] Mr. Gallway is a gentleman who lives at the Common Mounts. 

By Mr. Hughes.] Mr. Gallway was superintending the getting off of ^ the crew. After 
the crew were got off, I asked liiTn if he thought it necessary the police should attend 
there ; and he would not give me any decisive reply whether or not ; but he said, “ Go to 
Mr.Beamish.” Aftertbat Iwentto Mr. Beamish, in company with Air. GaUway. I got 
all information from the captain first, as to his name, the name of the vessel, what she was 
laden with, and where she was bound to, and where she sailed from. She w^ the San 
Erancisco,” and was in charge of Captain Ganbddi ; and was sailing for Gibraltar from 
Swansea. I saw the name on the stem, it was " San Francisco.” ^Vhen I saw Mr. 
Beamish, I asked him for instructions ; I said, I have "to make a report of this; will it 
be necessary for the police to attend?” 

By Captain Grani.] He seemed to have some hesitation in giving me a decisive reply ; 
and I pressed him to tell me the number that would be required, if any ; afterwards, he 
told me that he thought one policeman would be sufficient in company with the coast 
guard. 

By Mr. Hughes.] That was on Monday ; I then retomed to my barrack, and made a 
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report. I then went back to the wreck, taking one man with me ; and from the number 
of persons there, I did not consider it safe to send the man with the report. There were 
a great many persons there; they seemed to be endeavouring to plunder as much as 
possible. 

By Captain Grant.'] To plunder what ? — Everytliing ; sailoi*’s property, and copper, 
and everything else ; they were inclined to plunder. 

By Mr. Beamish (through tlie Court)^ I heard no conversation about tlie appointment 
of salvors. The conversation between Miss G-albvay and the captain was so confused, 
that I could form no idea as to what was intended. It was in Ercnch, and of coui’se I 
could not understand it. I do not remember your appointing salvors. I w:is not present 
when you appointed Mr. Gallway as one of the salvors ; I know nothing whatever about 
the appointment of salvors. 

By Mr. Hv^hesT] I took another man down, and remained there until one o’clock tliat 
night, and I was then relieved by the officer ; that was Tuesday, the 8th. I arrived there 
about eight o’clock, and remained there iintil about half-past three, when tlic police were 
withdrawn ; they were withdrawn by Mr. Beamish’s orders. I am (piite confident tliat 
it was the day following the wreck of the sl\ip. I am quite positive of it ; not the 
slightest mistaJee about it. 

By Captain Grant] Wliat was the nature of the salvage rendered in talcing the men 
off the ship ? — There was a boat, and Ibelieve eight men ; the boat went out first, and I 
believe there were six sailors including tlie cajjtain taken off. The boat made two trips, 
but the men that were employed to go in tlie boat made but one trip. In consequence of 
the bo.at being swamped, the men that went out tire first time seemeu to be afraid of going 
out again. When I went out the second time witli Mr. Gallway, we went out in the 
boat tiie second trip, and one of Mr. Beamish’s sons ^vas on board the vessel. Mr. 
Gallway seemed to have charge of the vessel at the time the boat went out. The crew 
of the “ San Francisco ” went u]) to a small house above the cliff. At about lialf-past 
nine or ten o’clock the following day I saw the crew coming down as if they were return- 
ing from Mr. Beamish’s house ; and immediately afterwards the sailors went on board, 
and commenced stripping the vessel. About half-past tlu-ee o’clock I was witlidrawn. 

I am not aware of any of our men going down to tire vessel between the 8tli and 
the 14th. 



Mr, requested to know whether Mr. William Hogan of Queenstown, who had 

been summoned to attend, was in Court. 



The Head Constable, called Mr. Hogan in the usual manner, but he did not answer 
to his name. 



[Adjourned until the next day at 1 1 o’clock. 



Second Day. 



Court House, Clonakilty, 5 April 1867- 



Sub-constable Shields, recalled ; Examined by Captain Grant. 

We will not swear you again, but you are under the same oath as you were under 
when the Court adjourned yestei’day. In your evidence you stated, that you arrived 
at the wreck on Tuesday the eighth, at about eight o’clock, and remained there until 
half-past three ; did you visit the wreck after that hour I went and saw the wreck 
again at about seven o’clock ; no one but the coast guard were on duty at that time ; 
there were six coast guard there, at least they were in the house close by, the house on, 
the cliff. None of the coast guard were on the beach ; they were all six in the house ; 
there were some people on the beach then. I did not see Mr. Beamish’s son on duty. 
I could not say I saw any plunder going on, because I was on the cliff at the time ; and 
having no authority to act, I did not go near the vessel, but I heard hammering at the 
vessel. I may state that the owner of the house where they were stopping came in whilst 
I was there, and he said, “ As high as the tide is they are still rapping at her,” meaning 
the ship ; I understood by that, that they were taking away what they could get, that 
was my impression. 

By Mr. This was subsequent to oui* being ordered away by the magistrate, 

I went back to tlie ship because a rumour seemed to get afloat that Mr. Beamish had 
charge of the vessel ; and immediately at this the people seemed to come down and com- 
mence plundering wholesale. They came down as soon as the rumour got afloat that 

Mr. 
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Mr. Beamish had charge of the vessel ; there were not less than 400 or 500 people tliere. 
The ship’s sides were completely covered with people knocking with hatchets outside • 
I prosecuted a number of them for carrying plunder away. I saw on the 8th a man named 
Goggauj with a hatchet, trying to get the copper off the vessel ; all that I saw was that 
he was getting it from the vessel ; he was not cutting it by anybody’s authority, be- 
cause I arrested him, and brought him before Mr. Beamish; Mr. Beamish tolAme to* take 
his name, and I did so, and summoned him ; and he was fined 5 1. for attempting to plun- 
der tlie ship. 

By Captain Grant.'] That would be about 10 o’clock on Tuesday the 8th, in the 
moiming. 

By Mr. Hughes.] There were tlu*ee other parties that I saw take possession of a quan- 
tity of copper, I also took their names. 

Would this book refresh your memory (handing a diary of the duties of the police to 
the 'Witness) ? — It would. 

Who else was found? — There was Dennis Sullivan, John Sullivan, and Cornelius 
Connolly ; I did not take them into custody, I took their names. They were subse- 
quently ])rosecuted for having a quantity of copper in their possession. Dennis Sullivan 
lives about two miles from the wreck, John Sullivan is a servant boy to a farmer, and 
lives about a mile from the wreck, Cornelius Connolly lives in the immediate \icinity of 
the wreck ; I believe he is a tenant of .Mr. Beamish’s. 

Mr. Beamish stated that Connolly was not his tenant. 

The These were the only parties whose names I took; they were prosecuted 

for having a quantity of copper in their possession. I have no account of the quantity, 
but I remember what the quantity was, it was in sheets about 18 inches long, and there 
seemed to be two of these sheets together, as if two were taken off together; there were 
only these two sheets between these three parties ; they seemed to be dividing them 
amongst them. I found the property on the beach 30 or 40 yardsfrom the vessel. ^These 
were the only persons who were plundering at that time. There were others convicted 
at another time ; there was Cornelius Dnscoll just before we were brought from the 
ship: I found Timothy Colraan also engaged in chopping copper off die vessel. We left 
at half-past three o’clock ; immediately before that I saw this person plundering, I took 
the hatchet from him, and being stationed at the Common Mountain at the time, I 
knew him, and I let him go because I had not time to take his name ; I had him summoned 
afterwards and fined 5 1. at this Court-house. Daniel Donovan was convicted, Cornelius 
Driscoll of Duneen, and there was also Daniel Collins of Common Mountain. Collins was 
convicted for what he had been engaged in on the night of the 7th ; the other men for 
what they did on the 8th. Those were all the persons who were convicted for plimderincf 
(handing the diary to Mr. Hughes). ° 

Mr. Hughes (to Inspector Simysoii).] I believe this is the official record of the Petty 
Sessions in this distinct (pointing to the diary) ? — Yes, it is the public record. 

By Captain Grant (to X\xq Witness).] Besides the copper, I saw several pieces of rope 
and canvass carried away ; I also saw a bain-el rolled away, and I stopped the person and 
made him give it up : I did not take his name. The coast guai-d were there, and two of 
Mr. Beamish’s sons, but there was no attempt made by them to stop this man. He rolled 
the cask along the beach ; I followed him, and brought it back ; it was an empty cask. I 
did not see any rum taken out of the ship. There was no desire on the part of the coast 
guard to assist me in stopping this man ; my reason for saying so is this ; the man liad 
rolled the cask 50 or 60 yards before £ followed him ; and in bringing it back, two of Mi*. 
Beamish’s sons were standing close by, apparently enjoying the joke of seeing me driving 
biin back. 

By ilr. Hughes.] This person was not employed by anyone, he iuteuded to plunder 
the property ; he would have taken it away had he not been stopped by me. 



Charles Timmint, sworn ; Examined by Mr. Hughes. 

I AH one of the Constabulary of this district ; I was present at the wreck of tlie " San 
Francisco it was on the 7th of January ; it was on the fair day ; I recollect it well on 
that account, also, because I had prosecutions. I arrived at the wreck about seven 
o’clock in the evening ; it was dark then ; and I could not accurately see what her condition 
was ; she was on the beach ; I could walk to her on one side, but not on the other ; I could 
not say Mactly how many persons were there at that time, about 100 I should iliinV , 
I was relieved about one o’clock at night, and returned about eight the next morning. I 
saw some persons attempting to plunder ; I took some of them into custody ; that was 
about 11 o’clock in the day; I took Daniel Donovan, of Duneen ; he pulled the copper 
off the side of the vessel, I should say that he had about half a square foot in his posses- 
sion, nothing more than that; I took him before Mr. Beamish; Mr. Beamish merely 
told me to take his name and summon him. He was convicted before the maf^istrates 
and fined 5 1. That was about 11 o’clock on the morning of the 8th. I was in com- 
pany with the last witness when we saw the three parties taking away copper also, and we 
265. c 2 took 
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took tlieir names, and they were all convicted. It was about one or two o’clock when these 
men were found plundering. I could not be qxiite sure. Thei*e were about 500 people 
there ; they were very much inclined to resist us. Two policemen were there besides 
myself, and one in charge of the sails. Two of the coast guard were there also ; not more 
at that time. There were crowds of people assembled, and they seemed to he very 
troublesome ; so I spoke to the acting constable, and told him what police were there, and 
that they were not able to jirevent the people plundering the wreck ; .and he said he 
would send a man for mox’c assistance ; he (lid so, and the man was not long gone, when, 
through the acting constable I received Mr. Beamish’s order to withdraw. 

By Cajxtain Grani.] The name of the acting constable is Thomas Marra. 

By Mr. Ifu^/ies.] After these directions from my superiors I withdrew. That was be- 
tween three o’clock and half-past. 

Can you, upon your oath, recollect whether it was on the Tuesday or the 'Wednesday 
that you were orclered away ? — It was on Tuesday the 8th. On my oath it was on the 
Tuesday, between three and half-past. 

_Mi*. Hughes (to BIr. JBeamishy] Would j^ou like to ask the witness any questions 
with reference to what you have stated on this matter ? 

Mr. Beamish.'] I have no questions to ask him ; I liave been inquiring, and have 
asked a good many persons in my neighbourhood whether the jjolicc were in chai-ge 
ou tlie Tuesday or not ; and the answer I received was that they were. I asked a man 
whether there were any police on Tuesday night, and he told me that they were there 
up to eight o’clock, but that they did not continue there. 

Mr. Hughes.] The matter has been put in this way, because you distinctly said 
yesterday that the men were not withdrawn until Wednesday. 

Captain Grtmi (to the fHiyiess).] There was some copper off the ship, but not much. 
The people were tr;^ing to take copper off the ship when we were withdrawn. I am 
c^uite positive about it, because we sent off for more assistance on tliat account. Very 
little copper had been taken off when the police were withdrawn. 



Michael Mullins, sworn ; Examined by Mr. Hughes. 



I AM an Officer of the ponstabulary of this district. I recollect the wreck of tliis ship. 
I went there on the evening of the 7th at eight o’clock. I was there as eaidy as any of 
the other officers ; I was accompanied by two sub-constables and a constable. There 
were some of the coast guard there before me : two, I think. I did not go on board the 
ship. I saw a great many people on the beach ; it was dark at the time. From the 
pressure, and from the way in which they moved round the ship, I thought it was neces- 
sary to move the people off the beach, and I suggested that they should be moved away, 
for we could not protect it during the night if they were left crowded round the vessel. 
The chief boatman also_ agreed with me that it was right to clear the beach. We 
succeeded in partly clearing tlie beach. There was no copper taken off the vessel durino- 
that time. The vessel was inclined partly to one side ; her masts and sails were up. She 
was coppered half way up ; she was perfect, as far as regards the copper, when I saw her • 
mere may_havo have been a little taken away by the rocks. There was no plunder on 
Monday night, because the tide was up ; and I had some coals taken down, and I kindled 
a fire just opposite the ship, and I lay down and stopped there ; and there was no copper 
taken ; and at nine o’clock the acting constable came and relieved me. At tliat time I 
was there, there was from 200 to .300 persons there, well inclined to plunder ; I did not 
see anyone taking copper off the ship. I did not permit anyone to go round the vessel. 
1 was not there at the time the police were ordered away. I did not give evidence before 
the magistrates in relation to these convictions of which I have spoken. 



By Captain Grant.] The crew of the vessel were in little house on the cliffs Thev 
did not come clown to protect the property on the night of the 7th. I did not "see the 
captain come down to look after it. 



By Mr. Bughes.] They left the property entirely in charge of myself and the 
guard. 



coast 



By Captain Grant.] There were two or three of the coast guard on duty then. There 
was one stone thrown at night, and that was the time I suggested clearing the beach We 
liad no difficulty m clearing the beach, they moved off; we forced them off- but we did 
not succeed in clearing the beach altogether, hut we did in such a way as that we had 
pm-feetcomnand of the vessel: On the morning of the 8th I was relieved about nine 
■ not commenced to strike the masts, they were just going out of 
ffie house they slept m at the tome I was leaving; and I heheve they were going on 
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Richard Colmajs', sworn; Examined by Mr. Hughes. 

You sent a telegram to Messrs. Cummins, of Queenstown, on the 8th of January he-e 
IS the telegram : “ Dear Sir,— There is a vessel ashore in Dimeen strand, laden with coaL 
rum, and brandy ; I have taken her in charge in your name, and on vour behalf. Let me 
know, am I to commence to unload lier, or am I to wait till you arrive, or will the bearer 
of the despatch wait in Bandon until you arrive there ? Make all haste, as the vessel is 
expected to go to pieces m a few hours.” Is that your telegram ?— Yes. I went to the 
wreck about six or seven o’clock in the evening of the 7th of January. I found the vessel 
had come ashore. I went and made an inquiry where the captain and crew were. One 
of Ml-. Beamish’s sons told me that the captain went to Greenfield, to Mr. Gallway’s. He 
told me that Mr. Gallway and himself had taken the vessel in ehai-ge, I went to the 
little house where the crew were stopping; they were all ashore before this. I inquired 
of the coast guard standing there how many men was taking charge of tlie vessel ; as fai- 
as I can recollect, he told me two. The coast guard were then in charge of the ship. 
The police did not arrive until some time afterwards. I inquhed of him where the 
captain and crew were, and he told me they were inside this little house on the cliff. I 
found the captain there ; I spoke to the captain then, to know where he was bound, and to 
whom did she belong. I was not able to understand tbe language he spoke : he spoke a 
little broken English. He said his name was Garibaldi ; the name of his ship the “ San 
Francisco,” bound to Gibraltar, from Swansea. I tbink one of the crew told me she had 
about 180 tons on board. He told me in plain English that there were 180 tons on 
board. I think the register would be about 130 tons. I received a reply from 
M essrs. Cummins. This is the reply : " Commence discharge, and save all you can for the 
benefit of whom it may concern ; ask coast guard to protect, and also police, if necessary. 
W e send a person immediately. Messenger need not wait. Telegraph name, and fiirther 
particulars.” No person came from their office. Upon receipt of this telegram I told the 
captain the authority I had received from Mr. Cummins. 

I apprehend you would take charge of any ship belonging to this firm on behalf of Messrs. 
Cummins? — I should. The captain told me Cummins was the proper man. He said 
“ Cummins proper man.” He has not made any protest, that I am aware of. I have no 
knowledge of what he has done. I inquired of one of tlie coast guard to know from him 
had he sufficient force to protect the vessel. It was dark, and ffiere was a lot of people 
there ; and he turned round to me, How is it possible,” says he to me, “ for i and 
another to protect this ship ?” I told him Mr. Beamish’s two sons and the coast »uaa-d 
was there, and they would manage it ; just in that sort of way. 'Well, he told me that if 
I had any interest in the vessel, it was better to acquaint the police ; and in accordance 
with that I went to the barracks and acquainted the heads there, and sent the police oft*. 
I wrote to Messrs. Cummins, explaining what I did. I told them the property was taken 
charge of by ilr. Beamish. I remained there until Tliursday. Mr. Bridle came and tolci 
me that it was better to accompany the captain to Mr. Beamish’s house, and we went 
there. ^We remained there for about three-quarters of an hour; Mr. Beamish appeared 
there with a written paper in his hand, and he showed it to the captain, and told me, in the 
canto’s presence, that the captain had assigned the vessel to his charge. I could not 
tell in what foi-m, but that he had assigned the vessel to him. I vTote to Messrs. Cum- 
mins, and told them what was done. Mr. Beamish read the written paper. I could not 
say whether the captain xmderstood it or not. I saw the wreck from day to day. I went 
out on the following morning, in company with the head constable, and I saw the vessel 
with small pieces of copper off her here and there : there was not much taken off. I did 
not see anyone plundering. There was a large ci-owd of people, from 400 to 500. I then 
went to Mr. Beamish, and be said he took charge, and ffiat he discharged the police. 
That was on the Tuesday ; he said so to me ; and he said also, that he had commenced 
unloading, and would give the people that he had employed in unloading fair wa°‘es for 
doing so, I did not think it at all a judicious thing to take the police away. I am sure 
that the persons there in addition to the coast guard were not sufficient to protect the 
property. _ If the captain bad appointed me to look after the vessel, I should certainly 
nave considered it my duty to the captain to have procured frirther assistance. I know 
nothing of the protection of the property after the police went away. I then Avent to 
Queenstown, and remained there imtil Mr. Cummins sent two men up. We proceeded 
at once to Mr. Beamish’s house. We went to look at the wreck before we o-ot to Mr. 
Beamish’s, and from the condition I saw her in on Tuesday, the entire copper, nearly, 
was all stripped and taken away ; I do not know by whom ; I could not tell by whose 
orders it was taken away- 

If it was taken by the orders of the captain, it would be in safe’ keeping ? — I do not 
know of its safe keeping. I was at ffie auction, and I do not think there was over 10 or 
12 lbs. weight sold at the auction ; that was all. I am positive there would be from 
three to four tons of copper taken away by some one; upon my oath I believe that to be 
lie case. I believe that when the ship came on shore there would be three or four tons 
of copper on her. She was entirely stripped of the copper before she was sold. I do not 
think there would be a quarter of the copper under her that could not be got at. 

Then the inference would be, that there being three or four tons upon the ship, and 
one-fourth remaining on her when she was sold, there must have been more than two tons 
plundered ? — There was more than that jdundered. I attended the sale ; there were not 
many bidders. It was sold in lots. There was a proper account taken of the sale. The 
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cargo was sold separately. I was at the sale of the cargo ; it was sold by the tou. I do 
knoAv who weighed it off; it fetched 7 s. 6 d. a ton ; I think the pi-ice was fair. 

Mr. Beamish stated that the copper was stripped off on the Tuesday. 

By Mr. Beamish (throu^i the Court).'] What property Avas there to protect when I 
ordered the police away ?— ^p to that time I did not go on board at all. 

By Mr. Hughes.] On die Tuesday afternoon, at three o’clock, it was the opinion of 
Mr. Beamish that there was no property to protect, and the police were ordered away; 
was that your opinion ? — I do not think it was judicious to send the police away. My 
opinion is, that there was property to protect; I do not know what else besides the 
copper. 

By Captain Grant] I received no authority from the captain to act as agent lor the ship. 

When you informed the captain that you were the representative of Messrs. Cummiris, 
did he authoiise Messrs. Cummins to act as Ins agent ? — Not until Tuesday. On 
Monday, when I went down, the captain did no iict or deed by wliioli I couUl take 
charge as agent for the ship. On Tuesday, he told me verbally, by word of moutli, that 
he autliovised Messrs. Cummins to take charge as his agent: lie sent no <looiiincut what- 
soever. He told me verbally, as far as I could understand it. I saw Mr. IJearaisli about 
an bom* after this time. He then brought this paper, that 1 have described, and read it 
to me. I cannot recollect the exact words of the paper, it was sunply that the vessel was 
made over to him. 

Why did you interfere with the vessel afterwards as agent of the ship ? — I might 
have a dozen different instructions, but if the captain appointed some other pcrsoii'^a^ 
agent, I should not be justified in interfering in the matter. I did not interfere. Mr. 
Cummins took charge, when he sent the two gentlemen representing him to the Avrook. 
These gentlemen arrived on Friday. I Avent with them on Friday to the Avreck. They 
saw the captain. 

Did lie give them any authority to act as the agent ?— He did ; he handed over his ship’s 
papers to them. 

Then that is an act AA-hioh proves at once that the agency is transferred to Messrs. 
Cummins. Did you inform those gentlemen that Mr. Beamish also liad authority to act 
as agent for the ship ? — I told them so. 

Did you remonstrate with Mr. Beamish on the AvithdraAval of the police on the Tuesday ? 
— No, I -thought it was not my place Avhen he said he had all charge, and he a magistrate. 
At that time I saAv no plunder ; I returned home then. * 

By Mr. Hughes.] Was it because Mr. Beamish Avas a magistrate that you relin- 
quished your authority to act as agent ?— I thought Mr. Beamish a sufficient authority 
for the protection of the property. I did not Avish to infcei-fero any further, until I re- 
ceived further instructions from ft'lessrs. Cummins. It was because of his autliority as a 
magistrate that I withdrcAv. I was present at tlie sale. The auction did not take place 
until Monday. ^ 

You say that two persons representing Messrs. Cummins came down on Friday ; Uoav 
was it tliey came down, if previously there had been an understanding that the property 
was in the charge of B'lr. Beamish ; had thei’e been any communication between the 
captain and Messrs. Cummins ? — I- could not tell ; I cannot account for Messrs. 
Cummins claiming to act as agents, after the captain had transferred his authority to Mr! 
Beamish. Messrs. Cummins’ man told me that the captain’s assignment to Mr. Beamish 
was useless. They told me it Avas useless, because it was written in his own house ; that 
was all I could understand about it 

Mr. Hughes said, that the fact of the document being written in Mr. Beamisli’s 
house would not affect the legality of the assignment. 

The_ Witness.] I cannot account for the transfer of tlie agency to Messrs 
Cummins. 



By Captain Grant] In whose presence was this document read besides yourself? 

The captain, two of Mr. Beamish’s sons, and the coast guard, were present. 

Who was the coast guard, can you see him here ?— That is the man {-pointinq to Mr 
Entile). I could not say whether that paper was ever produced to Messrs’ 
Cummins. 

When you went there, was the document then produced by Mr. Beamish No • I 
could not say -whether any question was ever raised as to the authority of Mr. Beamish 
between Tuesday and Friday. I did not hear of any reference made to Mr Beamish’s 
having charge of the vessel from the Tuesday to the Friday by anyone. 

By Mr. Hughes.] There was property to protect at the time the poHce were withdi-awn, 
ffiere was the copper on the vessel ; but I did not go to see the vessel afterwards until 
iriday. If I had been m charge, I should have retained the services of the 
police. 

By Mr Beamuh (through the Court).] Was there any property to proteot besides the 
copper, at the time the police were withdrawn ?— The vessel was aU that I saw. She was 
stripped on Friday but she was not stripped on Tuesday. There was some property 
taken to some buildings near the beach. The mast guard were in charge of it. On the 
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Tuesday the copper was there, and on Friday it had been stolen away ; there was no trace 
of it. 

Hr. Beamish stated that there was no property except the copper to protect. 

By Captain Grant.'] I certainly consider the small stores of the ship, and the sails, 
ropes, and spars, to be property. That tras left unprotected by the withdrawal of the 
police when I saw her. There were people running up the sides of the ship in spite of 
the force that was there. At the time I saw the vessel, there were only two coast guard 
there, and they appeared to be quite insufficient to protect it There were at that time 
400 or 500 people on the shore. They were making repeated attempts to get on board 
the ship, to plunder whatever they could get at. I certainly consider that there was pro- 
perty on board the ship to be plundered. 

By Mr. Hughes.] Did you in the course of Tuesday or Wednesday apply to auymagis- 
trate?— Ididnot on Wednesday at all; I applied to the stipendiary magistrate in the 
form that I have shown vou, about the protection of the vessel. I applied to him because 
I thought ; it was when Mr. Beamish turned off the police, I told him all about it, and he 
told me that he would see about it; that was on the Wednesday. I fhlt it my duty to 
communicate with the magisteate, that I thought the property was unprotected, and I 
requested the assistance of the police to protect it. I do not know what action the police 
took in the matter. The chief of the police said to me that he would consider the 
matter. 

Mr. Hughes (to Mr. Beamish).] In the present state of the proceedings, would you 

have any objection to the production of the paper you had from Captain Garibaldi? 

Not in the least. 

Would you kiudly let us see it? — Certainly. 

BIr. Hughes rehdi the document, which purported to be an authority to act as agent 
for the master in taking charge of the wreck and property. 

BIr. Hughes (to BIr. .Beay/nsA)*] That document was signed in the presence of Mr. 
Foster?— It was. o 1 

BIr. Beannsh.'] From my experience I considered it right to have such authority from 
the captain. The captain then went over to Cork, and when there he made arrange- 
ments with certain persons by which he superseded the authority which he gave to me ; 
I did not interfere any further in the matter, I did not consider it worth my while to 
have anything further to do with it. I do not know that I have anything to say with 
reference to the witnesses that have been examined ; I suppose I shall be examined as a 
witness myselt by and by. What I hold is this, that there was nothing there that needed 
the protection of the jjolice ; the vessel was a poor one, and it was my business to save as 
much as possible ; and I maintain that the copper which was u])on the vessel was in a great 
measure removed Rom the vessel at the time I told the police their services were not 
required. I became the purchaser by private contract of the copper that remained on 
the vessel. I gave the auctioneer the same sum that Captain Hughes had purchased it 
for, he allowing me 5 1. off. I thought it worth my while to run the risk of ti-ying to get 
the vessel off. I am now in possession of cwt. 0 qr, 14 lbs. of copper which was taken off 
the vessel. I have a written paper of the contract by which I purchased the vessel. I 
appointed my sons to protect the property ; they were appointed long before the captain 
sent me authority to act. It was with the consent of me captain. I had no authority 
whatever. 

_ By Captain Grant.] This document which we have seen is authority ? — That was 
signed on the 9th. It was not signed upon the day it was stated. 

Cajitain Grant stated that the date on the document must he taken. 

To BIr. Beamish.] Who awarded this amount that has been paid? — I deducted it 
before I allowed the auction to proceed. I probably would not have got a penny. I did 
not allow the auction to go on unless payment was guaranteed to me. BIr. Foster is my 
father-in-law. 

'Bj 'iAx. Hughes.] I can form no idea of the proceeds of the 'sale; I think somethino- 
less than 200 1. 

Mr. Hughes read over the account current between Captain Garibaldi and Blessrs. 
Cummins, showing a balance of 4 5. due to Captain Garibaldi, after payment of all 
disbursements, commission, fees, &c. &c. 



Richabd Colman (the younger) sworn ; Examined by Mr. Hughes. 

I AM the son of the last witness. I went to the wreck on Blonday, at about half-past 
four o clock. I merely went there to look on. The ship was then aground ; she was rolling, 
tossing about. It was high water. It was daylight when I was there ; I could see the 
hull of the vessel quite plain. When I first saw her her head was seaward. I saw the 
copper on her sides ; I did not notice exactly in what condition it was. I saw two of the 
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coast guai'd there ; they were only looking on ; they could not get to^ the ship then. The 
rudder bad come adrift; it -was coppei'ed, and the jpeople wore breaking it all off the rud- 
der. I returned home about half-past one o’clock. I did not go there the following dair. 
I saw her on the Tuesday. There was copper on her sides at that time, but a little of it 
was off, not much. On Friday there was no copper left upon her, except what was ou 
the ground. The captain took ns on board to see her. I was at the sale, but took no 
part in it. I did not purchase anything. There were not many biddei’s. The small 
things were sold in separate lots. 



Mr. Dennis M'Caetsy Gallway, of Greenfield, sworn; Examined by Mr. Hughes. 

I KNOW when tins ship went on shore. I saw her first on the evening of Monday the 
7th of January, about four o’clock ; baU-past three or four. A man came up to the house, 
and said there was a vessel running ashore at Muckross, anrl I went down then ; she had 
struck when I got there ; I saw the captain, and I went on board. The captain ran the 
ship on shore to save her; that was what he said to me. I could not tell whether she was 
leaking much at the time. I did not see her register. She was a brig, and about 100 or- 
200 tons; she was a small brig; she was not 200 tons register. She was registered at 
Gibraltar, sailing under English colours. His crew were foreigners. I was not present 
when any arrangement was made with Mr. Beamish ; Mr. Beamish told me on Tuesday 
morning that the captain would do nothing. Mr. Beamish told him that he should have 
employed the people to protect his property, and he said, “ The property is very poor, and 
it won’t pay me for protecting it.” There were four of the coast guard there at the time, 
as well as I can recollect ; but there was nothing to protect up to the time I left on Tuesday 
night, because the tide was so high nobody could get near her. Of course it would recede 
in a few hours, and the vessel would then be open to plunder. There were not 100 people 
there when I left her. Had there been 100 people there, and a quantity of copper on the 
sides oftlieship, I should not have considered the force there sufficient to protect that 
property; two persons would be sufficient to protect the property at high water, but not 
when the tide was down. At that time a larger force would be requisite. I do not know 
of my own knowledge that Mr. Beamish ordered the police away; 1 heard so; I think that 
was on Tuesday evening. At that time, as far as I could see the vessel, I think a very 
small force was sufficient to protect her. The copper had either been taken off her side or 
rubbed off her side by the rocks ou Monday night; it was only metal sheeting, about as- 
thin as brown paper ; it was all metal. 

By Captain Grant.'] Miss Gallway did not go off to the ship; there was a very heavy 
swell at the time. The crew were landed by a shore boat; that went out at first to assist 

them. A countryman was in charge of tliis boat; I do not know his name ; I heard that 

he received 7 1. for his boat. I wrote to Mr. Quill that we intended to put in a claim for 
him ; I did not send in a claim myself for tiiat. The owmers of the boat made this demand, 

of 20 Z. for landing the crew. It was not alone for landing the crew, but for going out in 

their boat, and for leading the vessel into a safer place when they saw her going ashore ; 
that demand was subsequently compounded for 7 /. ; I think they deserved more tlian that, 
i visited the wreck on Tuesday morning. Mr. Beamish said on Tuesday that he would 
appoint me and his two sons as salvors ; but I said I would not act unless 1 got a charge 
from the captain. Mr. Beamish had not got the authority to act as salvor then ; of course, 
it is cheaper to employ the ship’s crew to get down the masts and sails, and so on ; but if 
I had charge of a vessel I should employ no labour whatever, but sell the ship and cargo 
just as she was. 1 am not aware that the crew of the vessel were paid for striking the 
sails, and taking them lo a place of safety ; I understood that they worked entirely on 
shore. 

By Mr. Huffhes.^ When the ship went on shore the crew would have nothing, therefore 
a claim was sent in of 11 /. 16 s. on their behalf for assisting in saving the cargo. The i-nen 
were employed for about two hours on Tuesday in lowering down the sails at one tide; 
I do not know who took the sails on shore ; the captain, at the time I was there, gave up 
charge to uo one, and would not allow anyone to lake charge but his own people; that was 
on Tuesday, about 12 o’clock. The police were there when I left. If I had had charge,, 
1 would have retained some of them. 

In this case the property was upon the beach, easily to be obtained ; and you had only 
to say as soon as the tide recedes, and Ihe vessel is dry, we will land the sails and stores of 
this vessel, and put them in a place of safety. Any person would do that as labour, and 
not as salvage? — Certainly they would. 

A discussion ensued as to the meaning of the term “ salvage,” and the section of the 
Act was referred to and read over by Mr. Hughes. 

Mr. Beamish stated that in former times wrecks were protected by the gentlemen of 
the country, and that he thought the duly was better performed than it is now by the 
police and the coast guard. 

The Witness thought the conduct of the police who went out in the boat with him was 
deserving of the highest commendation, as none of the country people would go out to save 
the lives of the crew. This man {pointing to Sul)-conslable Shields), was the only man who 
would venture out with me, and he lost his uniform by so doing. 

JAMES 
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James Bridle, sworn : Examined by Mr. Hti'ilies. 

I AM Chief Boatman in charge at Divkcove ; that is about seven miles from Muckro« 

I have held that office in this locality for 17 years. I got down to the wreck at about seven 

0 clock, or a little after, on Monday night. 1 was sent by Lieutenant Syn^re, with thre“ 
others; we all arrived there about the same time. The wreck was lying aoround. It was 
high-water about four o’clock. She was not lying over at all ; she was^^upritTht. Th“re 
were about 50 or 60 people on the beach at that time. The copper was a good deal of it 
loose ; It was loosened by the straining of the ship. When I went down at low-water some 
copper had been taken off, I think by the sea. I went on board about 10 o’clock ; I did 
not see any spirit there; there was none on board the ship. I overhauled the ship, and 
went fore and aft. I found a cargo of coals ; there was nothing at all but coals ; she was 
pretty full of coals. The hatches were off, I was there from Monday night until Tuesday 
night._ On Tuesday, between three and four o’clock, the police were ordered away bv Mr. 
Beamish. He told me lie would send some more hands to take charge of her. I v.'.'’nt uo 
o Mr. Beamish’s house with Mr. Coleman. Mr. Coleman told me to*go and see if lie w^ 

to have charge of the vessel. 'We stayed there 20 minutes, and shortly after Mr. Beamish 
brought in the statement, which he read over, and said he had charge of the vessel from the 
captain. We went down to the vessel, and he discharged the police at once. That was 
on the Tuesday afternoon ; it was the following day affer the ship came on shore ; I will 
swear that it was between three and four o’clock; there were about 100 people, or more, 
there then, I should have kept soma of the police had I been in charge of the vessel. The 
persons who were left by Mr. Beamish were not armed ; they did not render any assistance 
in protecting the property. 

By Captain Grant.'] Mr. Beamish’s sons were supposed to be guarding the property. 
They were stationed on the beach ; the beach is a little cove. They were all abreast of the 
vessel; there were three of them there. The property was not all put in the house on the 
cliff on Tuesday; what was brought on shore on Monday evening was put into the house. 
The crew commenced stripping the ship at about lU o’clock on Tuesday the 8th; they did 
not complete stripping her either that night or next day. They were getting the sails off 
on Tuesday; those sails were carried up to the house on the cliff, and put in store. The 
captain employed five or six hands, shore people, to carry them up. I saw some of the 
small stores, and they were carried up to the house ; I was at the auction ; I saw those 
small stores sold, 1 cannot say they were all there ; I fancy they were. In the absence of 
Mr. Synge I am in charge of the detachment. If any of my men were away from 
Dirkcove they would report to me anything that occurred duiing the time they were on 
guard. They were on duty at Muckross on the night of Tuesday tiie 8th. WKen I went 
^ to Mr. Beamish’s house with Mr. Coleman the crew were down stripping the vessel. 
The captain went up with me to the house ; that was about half-past two. 

You have said that Mr. Beamish was absent three quarters of an hour before he brought 
the paper which he read over; was Captain Garibaldi with you then?— No, he was not. 
The document was not signed in my presence although I was there; I was in one room, 
and the document w’as signed in another. I never saw the document written, or anything 
else ; I was in one room, and Mr. Beamish in another. I sat down in the parlour for some 
time, and Mr. Foster said he would go out and see if he could find Mr. Beamish. A short 
time after that I saw Mr- Beamish and Mr. Foster come out. Mr. Beamish went round by' 
the back door, and Mr. Foster came round by tlie fore door. Foster came right in where 
we were and sat down. In a short time he went out again, and was not long before he 
came and called the captain out ; and soon after Mr. Beamish brought in that paper and 
read it. When Mr. Foster came in, after I had seen him pass with Mr. Beamish, he said 
Mr. Beamish would be in directly. The conversation that went on was with reference to 
the wreck. Mr. Beamish did not come into the room hefoie Captain Garibaldi was called 
out. _ When Mr. Beamish returned with the captain, he brought that paper with him, and 
he said the captain has given me charge of the vessel, and he read the paper out. I was 
under the impression that that paper was signed at that time. I could not say when it was 
signed. I told Mr, Beamish that if the police were discharged he must send some respon- 
sible person to assist the Coast Guard ; and he said he would. I saw no one sent but 
Mr. Beamish’s sons and Mr. Foster. I suppose they were considered responsible men. 

1 saw no one else ; I did not think they were sufficient substitutes for the police in pro • 
tecting the property. I kept one man more than Mr. Beamish wanted. 

By Mr. Hughes.] I had no stones thrown at me; the stone-throwing w-as on Thursday 
night. The men m’ed blank at them; I have no recollections of anythiug previous to that. 

By Captain Grant.] Who did you receive the report from that there had been stone- 
throwing, and that the Coast Guard had fired blank cartridge? — From Booley ; he belongs 
to the Dirkcove Station ; John Warren, the boatman, was there, too, that night. 

Will you state who were actually on duty when the stoning took place {referring to a 
paper) ?— John Warren, John WiUiams, JohnDooley, and John Warren the boatman, and 
William Kidney ; they were all at the wreck. 

By Mr. Hughes.] Some of the property was in some buildings above the beach ; it wag 
under a lock and key, and there tvas a man always stationed tliere. With the exception 
this building there was only the ship to look after. 
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By Captain Grani.] I naked you a question jnat now, whether the whole of the saila and 
spjirs, and so on, were stripped off the ship on Tuesday ? — It was not. 

You have just said there was no property to protect on Tuesday ? — Only what was in 
the house. 

Do yon not consider that the spars, the rigging, and the sails are property ?--Yes ; they 
are projjerty. 

At low-water the people could plunder that properly ? — They could. 

Then at low-water on Tuesday night the ship was open to being plundered?— Yes ; 
she was. 

Were all the sails up on Tuesday night? — No; one was found in the ship after; they 
were all taken down on Tuesday except that one sail. The running gear was not unrove 
that nighi. I consider the running gear is property, and liable to be plundered. At half 
tide, after Tuesday morning, we could get on board. I saw no attempts niado to get on 
board to plunder the ship after Tuesday. I certainly consider that there was property left 
on board the ship liable to plunder on Tuesday night. 

By Mr. Beamish (through the Court).] I do not think that four men were sufficient to 
protect the rigging on the masts, and the copper on the vessel; I do not think that four 
men could keep the people away. 

By Mr. Hughes^ I told Mr. Beamish that four men were not sufficient without further 
assistance. I had two of Mr. Beamish’s sons to assist, but they rendered no help at all. 
I did not see anyone attempt to plunder that night. Tlie people were inclined to plunder. 
It was hard work to protect the wreck; we had enough to do to keep moving about, and 
keep knocking the people about to keep them away. I saw Mr. Beamish’s sons on the 
beach. They took no more part in assisting us than yon did yourself. I never saw them 
speak to any of the people, or try to make them, desist from plundering. There were five 
men on the beach ; we were relieved every 24 hours. There were always five of the Coast 
Guard there ; one protecting the house, and four the ship. 

By Captain JoTies (through the Court).] I was present on Monday night. I was there 
all night. I was on the beach on Wednesday night also. It was reported to me that our 
men iiad apprehended some persons for carrying ofl' the sails. That was ou Thursday 
night. I was present at the wreck when the police were withdrawn. I came down from 
Mr. Beamish’s house along with him, after he had taken charge of the vessel. At that 
time there was nothing lying about the beach, or in process of being curried from the ship 
to the house. I was aware that persons had been captured in the act of plundering a sail. 
I was told that a report of the conduct of these people was taken to Mr. Beamish. I did 
not speak to Mr. Beamish on the subject. 

By Captain Grant.] All the sails, with the exception of the one found on the forecastle, 
were removed on Tuesday night ; that one remained till after Thursday. It was that sail 
which the people were taking away in the middle of the night. The people got on board 
in, the middle of the night, and concealed themselves. 1 do not know how they got on 
board. A man told me tiiat they went on board and found them there. 

Who was the man that discovered them? — ^There were three or four; John Carr, John 
Wan-en, and young John Warren. 



John Cajrk, sworn ; Examined by Mr. Hughes. 

I HAVE been in the Coast Guard in this district about 10 years. I am stationed at 
Donnycove. I was at the wreck. I got there about a quarter before three on Monday. 
I saw the vessel run ashore. Her sails were full; she was going two points before the 
wind. It was broad daylight and clear. I saw the boat come into the cove and take the 
ground. I did not go on board the ship. Mr. Galiway was on board. The Captain was 
on board. I saw him. The ship was about 160 tons. The Captain told me he had about 
160 tons of coal ou board, and tliat he had thrown some of it overboard to save the vessel. 
I was in charge up to 12 o’clock that night. The vessel got in between two rocks, and the 
copper was knocked off her bottom. We took charge of the rudder, which came on shore. 
There were so many people round the vessel at that time that we could not protect this 
piece of wood. The police an-ived about seven o’clock. At the time of her wreck she did 
not want protection, tor the tide was up. When the tide left her, about 10 o’clock, there 
were a great many people there attempting to plunder. I left at 12. I did not see any 
plunder going on, but as soon as the water left her I got on board of her by means of a 
short ladder. The Inspector of Police and the Head Constable also got on board, and we 
got into the cabin. Mr. Simpson was there, and one of the police. We had a look round, 
and saw what was there. There were some sails, and some tar, and some rice; and there 
was a cask there, and I wanted to see what was in it, and I afterwards I'ound it was rice. 
When Mr. Galipy came on shore, he ordered a jar to be broken ; ii contained about half 
a gallon of spirit. Mr. Galiway gave me a compass, and the Captain handed the other 
one to one of our men. Young Beamish and his brother insisted on slaying on board. 
We cleared the ship of all persons who were there, with the exception of one of the police- 
men, and myself, and another Coast Guard, and we remained on board till we were relieved 
at one o’clock ; and some persons remained until Monday night, when the tide got round 

her 
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her, and they then left her. The next morning she was broadside ou to the btach. That 
was Tuesday. There were a good many peofjle there; over 2U0. 1 had not room to pass 
from one to’another, and I had to hit them with my tuck stick to keep them away. They 
increased in numbers after this time. They were very (roub)esome attempting to phnidei\ 
The police went away on Tuesday between three and four o’chmk. I was surprised that 
they should be taken away. I was sorry to loss them. The people were hammeriim ,n 
the sides of the ship ; 50 caulkers would not make so much noise as the han. merino- did. 

By Mr. Beamish (through the Cowrt),] We had property t t protect then. The coprer 
was off on Tuesday ; they could not get any more oft’ then. I take upon myself to /;.v, 
that five armed men were not sufficient to protect the property then, witii the crowd ti.at 
was on the beach; they were creeping up the sides of the vessel on one side, while I v.as 
on the other. 

By Mr. HugliesJ] Mr. Beamish’s sons came down, but they were of no assistance what- 
ever. Mr. Beamish said he would send some of his workmen, but 1 said I did not want 
any of them, for they were all plunderers. When the sail was taken a^vay from the fore- 
castle on Tuesday night, I gave two of the names to Mr. Henry Beamish, but they were 
never prosecuted. I do not know why. They are tenants of Mr. Beamish’s. 

Mr. Beamish being asked whether he wished to make any remark on this point, 
said that he had no questions to put 10 the witness. 

By Captain Grant.'] I was on duty at 12 o’clock on Monday, and from 12 o’clock on 
Tuesday, till one o’clock on Wednesday. There was no conflict between the Coast Guard 
and the people on Tuesdav during any time, nor any firing of pistols. I was not there after 
Wednesday; I was quite knocked up. I was one of those who found the men carrying 
the sail away from the forecastle. Six men had hold of the sail. 

By Captain Jones.] The people went into the water and lifted one another up, and so 
got on board ; they could not get on board any other way. 

By Captain Grant.] I was on the wreck on the Tuesday night. I was there during the 
whole night. I vvas not pelted by the people with stones. There was no stone-throwing 
w’bilst I was there. 

John Warren, recalled. 

By Captain Grant.] Yon stated yesterday, that on Tuesday night, the 8th, you were 
pelted with stones, and tliat you fired on the people ? — Yes. 

Where was Carr at that time? — I could not say whether he was on the beach or on the 
cliff'. 

Was he out of reach of your firing?—! did nut fire at that time. I did not suv that 
I did. 

The evidence of the previous day was referred to, and ic was found that the witness 
had stated that he fired with ball cartridge. 

Captain Grant.] Do you wish to correct your evidence on this point ? — It was on the 
10th, Thursday, and not on the 8th. 



Richard Coleman, senior, recalled; Examined by Mr. Hughes. 

You stated, in the telegram relating to this cargo, that the vessel was laden with coals, 
rum, and bnmdy? — Yes, one of the sailors (I think ic was the mate) told me there was a 
lot of drink on board. I did not see any spirit at all. I think it must have been a mis- 
take. I did not see any of the men drunk. 

Bv Captain Grant.] The last time I visited the ship was on Friday before the sale. I 
saw no one caivying anything away. 

By Mr. JJag/res.] I was at the sale. The lots were sold separately. The first lot was 
the coals. I did not see any copper sold, except the 10 or 12 pounds I mentioned before ; 
I believe that went in as part of another lot 

When the hull of the ship was sold, was there any mention made by the auctioneer of 
anything besides what was then and there before him ; did he say, “ I sell you with this lot 
any quantity of copper that you can get anywhere and from anybody”? — I could not recol- 
lect anythins of that kind being mentioned. I think he said there was some copper, but I 
should not like to be positive. 

There was a large quantity of copper, and that copper has been stolen bysome one, and 
we want to know wh- re it weut to ? — I cannot lel!. 

By Captain Grant.] Will you state what occurred in Mr. Beamish’s house when you 
went there about the agency of the ship ? — We went into the parlour, and remained there 
for some time before Mr. Beamish came. The captain went out, as 1 understood, to look 
for Mr. Beamish. He was absent about four or five minutes, and then he returned along 
with Mr. Beamish, and Mr. Beamish read the paper tiiat has been alluded to, and said the 
captain had assigned the ship to him. I am quite certain that the Act of assignment was 
performed while the captain was absent from the room, because, as we were walking up to 
the house, the captain told me he had made no assignment to anyone. 

265. D 2 
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John Williams, sworn ; Examined by Captain Orant. 



I WAS on duty at the wreck about half an hour after she struck; I was not there when 
the crew were landed. Some of the property was landed when I airived ; when she came 
on shore all her sails were set. I think there must liave been some mistake in the captain 
not being acquainted with the nature of the place, for she nearly cleared the rocks; had 
she done so, she would have run in safety on the beach, and would not have harmed at 
all. I was not there on Monday later than dusk. I came on duty again about half-past 
12 on Tuesday morning; I relieved Carr. There was a great crowd there. The men did 
not report to me that they had any difficulty with the people. I was on board till the tide 
came up, and there were ‘Mr. Beamish’s son and servant. The tide was coming in, and I 
was vaiher afraid of remaining too late, so I took my men out of the ship. As soon as we 
got out, some one hauled the ladder up, and they got into the cabin. I did not take any 
steps to clear the ship, because I considered that there was no one on board but who had 
authority to be there, I considered Mr. Beamish’s sons had authority to be on board. I 
am quite certain it was on Monday night, or rather Tuesday morning, that Mr. Beamish’s 
sons were sent. They were supposed to be assisting us in protecting the wreck, so they 
told us themselves, I was not there when anyone was removed by force ; that was before 
I arrived. I did not go on board again because I was relieved the next day at 12 o’clock, 
and there was another wreck, and I had to go and attend to that The people were very 
troublesome; we were always on our legs. I never saw Mr. Beamish’s sons guardino- the 
j^-operty on Tuesday at all. There was only one of them and the servant on Monday, 
■mat I saw. I did not remove the servant because he said he was employed bv Mr 
Beamish. ‘ ^ ^ 

You were placed in charge of this property, and it was your duty to keep off any person 
whom you considered suspicious or doubtful; now, if any person came down and alleged 
that he was somebody’s servant, would you be bound to believe him and to allow him 
to act as your colleague.?— I should not have done so if I had not been aware that the 
man belonged to Mr. Beamish ; I had seen him drive Mr. Beamish’s car before. 

By m. Hughes, '] I was at the sale ; I saw all the lots sold. Mr. Hoffman was the 
auctioneer. I believe Mr. Bridle kept an account of the sale. The lots were sold sepa- 
rately. I heard of the sale of the hull. I think the copper that came off the ship was 
given with it, because I think I heard some reference that it went with it. 

The Head Constable (Mr. Clements), stated that he gave about 7 or 0 lbs, of 
copper to Mr. Hoffman, which was sold- 



The Witness.^ I think there would be about a ton of copper on the ship. I should sav 
there would be 7 or 8 cwt. under her when she took the ground, so that there 
would be about 12 cwt. taken away by someone: 1 believe that 12 cwt. was plundered 

by some one. There might be some of it taken off by the rocks ; I think there was a o-reat 
deal taken off by the rocks. None of the port copper was taken off. I should say there 
owl. or 6 cwt., or more, left on the ship, that was subsequently plundered T 
should think there would be 7 cwt. on the ship when she was sold. In addition to 
that 7 cwt, there was a quantity that was not produced, that was sold with it There 
was none sold separately from the ship except what was produced. 



By Captain Jones (through the Court] I was on duty on Thursday night. I was pelted 
with stones about 12 or one o’clock; it lasted about a quarter of an hour. I fired with 
ball cartridge, two or three rounds ; each of us fired with ball cartridge. They stopped 
m consequence of our firing ; it did not continue after that. Two of Mr. Beamish’s sous 
came down on Ae beach ; they told us we bad better go up on the road, out of the way 
of the ship. We said we would not leave the ship, They did nothing to assist us;thev 
went away on the cliffs. x j o , uiey 



By Captain Grant] If we had had the constabulary with us when the stones were 
thiown, I tlimk we should Iwve secured some of the offenders. After this there was no 
more stone-throwing. Mr. Beamish’s sons never came down again ; they went away. 



John Doolkt, sworn ; E.tamined by Mr. fihy/iss. 

I BHioNG to ite Birkcove stafc^ I have been in this district 10 years. I am well 
acquainted w.th the coast. I did not see the ship come ashore. I first came to the wreck 
on Tuesday, about 10 o clock in the morning. I was there the whole of Tuesday and 
Tuesday night I went home about 10 o’clock m the morning (Wednesday). There was 
a great crowd there, they were trying to plunder the ship. We had a great Lai to do to 
keep tile people off the ship. I did not give evidence in any of the prosecutions The 
nennU. ® ' through tlic day ; m the afternoon there would be three or four hundred 

people. They were close to the ship, we could hardly walk alongside the ship: we had to 

mLTwffonrrfthe^^^^^ They were trying to overreach us if they could, 

ibere were tour of the Coast Guard there and one man m charge of the stores. On Tuesday 
afternoon, about four o clock, instructions were given that the police should be withdrawn^ 

it 
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it was by Mr. Beamish’s orders. I did not think it was right to send them away, as there 
was such a crowd of people there. I did not see any property stolen vrhilst I ms there. 
On Tuesday afternoon there was a good deal of copper gone off the ship. I think there 
was as much on her on Friday as there was on Tuesday. I was at the sale. There were 
about 1.50 people at the sale. There was a tolerably spirited bidding, one against the other 
By Captam Omni.] I dirl not see Mr. Beamish’s sous do anything to protect the pro- 
nerty. Mr Foster remained in the house all night, I did not see him out at all iLw 
one of Mr. Beamish s sons on the beach ; he stood there a few moments and then walked 
away. 1 considered there was plenty of property to protect; and I considered I was 
there to protect it. I was on duty on Thursday night; I was pelted with stones dmino. 
that night; I fired with ball cartndge; I fired at some one unknown, we oonid not see 
anyone. 1 here tyas no one on the beach but the coast guard at the time; the stones 
came from the cliffs. Mr. Beamish’s sons came down upon the firing; the peitino- of 
stones ceased when they came down. They said we had better go up on^the road, that we 
should see the ship from the road, and be out of clanger from the stones. They did not 
intend us to leave the wreck altogether, but merely to go up into the road to protect the 
property, as we could see the sliip from the road, and no one could go down unknown to 
us. as it was a still night. We did not go into the road; we thought the beach was the 
fittest place for us. 

yar^J (through the Court).] How far is the road from the ship ?— Forty 

Was it not possible for the people to go along the rocks without goino- near the road 
ana so get to the ship ?— They might go along the rocks to the ship without passino- us' 
no doubt. They might have got on hoard the ship without our kuowledtre, provided Ihev 
made no noise. Any number of people could have got on board the sbipTsupnosin^r thev 
had been quiet, if we had gone to the road. r ri o j 



Mr. Thomas Beamish, sworn; Examined by Mr. Hughes. 

near Muekross?— I knew of the brig being on shore about half an hour. I 
went on board. She belonged to Gibraltar. Was bound from Swansea to Gibraltar. She 
nas less than 200 tons register. I did not see the register. 

Mr. Beumw/i, senior, stated that the register was 108 tons, and that the captain 
said she would carry ISO tons. ^ 

The TTziness.] The vessel was aground when I got there. There were some country- 
people there. The captain could speak a little English. He did not require any assistance. 
1 tiiink he came oil shore on ]iurpose. The men were not at the pumps. I think the crew 
\>ere time, including the captain. 1 had a boat, and offered to take him on shore. He did 
not ask me for assistance in any form. They began to unrig the ship about 11 o’clock on 
Lhe tollowing day, not the spars but the sails. Some of the copper was knocked off the 
«ilnp. bhe must have been injured by the rocks, and the action of the sea drove her up a 
considerable distance. I think the captain employed four men to strip the ship. The pro- 
perty was taken up to a small house on the cliff. The coast guard were there when I got 
there, and the police came about 10 or II o’clock. I do not know when directions wire 
|iren tor the police to be removed. That was in consequence of something that transpired 
between ray fether and the captain, there was a paper relative to that. I was not on the 
beach when the police were sent away. My opinion is that the police were no assistance 
whatsoever, that is my belief. I think they were not active enough. I would not sav that 
the coast guard were of no service, but thev were not active enough. I should sav that 
e.Tihans could protect that property better than the coast guard or the police, from what I 
know ol them. I am aware that tlie coast guard are armed, hly opinion is that if the 
people gave thern a little whiskey they would allow plunder togoon. I have seen wrecks 
betore now, and I have seen them allow things to go on in that way. I am aware that on 
this occasion several jiersous were taken up and punished by the m^istrates for plundei- 
ing, but i beheve that was in consequence of statements made in the newspapers The 
names were taken by the constables, but they had no intention to summon them until it 
appeared m the newspapers. I believe that the publicity given to the robbery was the 
cause ot the people being prosecuted. I think the robbery was committed before the con- 
stables were discharged on Tuesday; I did not think it worth my while to remain tliere, 
Ihmking 1 would gel nothing for my services, and I believe it was during the time the police 
were there that.the greater part of the copper was taken off. I am aware that the prosecu- 
tions which took place were brought about by the instnimeutality of the police. I believe 
they gave the evidence by which the parties were punished. Notwithstanding this, I believe 
tha^it the case had not appeared in the newspapers, the police would never have interfered 
m the matter. I was employed as one of the salvors. There were three of my brothers 
and 1 ir. Foster employed also. The sails of the vessel were landed by four men that were 
employed by the captain. 

Ihere was a claim made of 37 /. 8 s. for services rendered in saving the property : how 
was that money distributed ? — I got 6L of if. There were fivepersons got 6 1. each. I do 
not know what became of the 7 2. 8 i. remaining. I was at the sale. The coals were sold 
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When the hull was sold, was there any statement by the iiuctinneer that the purchaser 
of the hull and the copper that was round the ship, would receive any other copper that 
was anywhere else ?— I am not sure ; I was laot near enoadi to bear him particularly. 

By Captain Grant.'] I remained on board the ship until the crew and the caj)tain had 
left. That was about 12 o’clock; there were one or two of the constables and the coast 
guard on board also. I am aware that the rudder was hauled up on the beach, but there 
was no motive in doing it. I was regularly appointed to guard the sliip. My father, us a 
macristrate, appointed me and one of my brothers to do so. It was eitiier my fatlier or one 
of mv brothers who told me to go on board to protect the property. I am not sure which. 
I occasionally helped to carry things out. Whan I saw that the men were overworked, 1 
would lend a hand now and "then, nothing more than that. I vvould not say iliat I was on 
board more than two hours, if so long. Part of Tue.sday I did not consider that I wa.s on 
dutv at all, because I did not think if I came before a magistrate I would get anything 
that would be worth my while accepting. I went on duty again on Tuesday after my 
father sent for me to say that the paper was signed by the captain. I think it was between 
two find three o’clock. ' I remained at the wreck till seven or eight o’clock. I Wfis con- 
stantly on and off. 

Will you state what time you got there on Wednesday ? — I would not swear. 

Will you give a probable idea? — It was about 10 o’clock. I think I remained until 
dinner time, because my brother used to relieve me. I am almost sure I was on duty on 
Wednesday night. I was there part of every clay. I will not swear I was there on 
Thursday night I did not see any people there to drive off; I only saw two people pass 
during the three nights I was there. I only remember having seen two or three j)eople. 
I was*not on duty when the coast guard had a collision with the people, and fired their 
pistols. 

What amount of property did you and your brothers salve to justify that claim ? — The 
time that the sails were brought up I did not consider that I took any part at all in that; I 
did not consider I was a salvor at that time, because I did not think it worth my while to 
make a claim before a magistrate. I received the sum of and I would not do it again 
for 12 Z.; they were frosty nights, enough to kill anyone. What I say is this, that what 
I have seen at wrecks before, I think it would be much better if the police were not 
there at all. I have seen cotton taken away at the time the “Numero Quatro” was 
wrecked ; imd I have heard say that if the police have plenty of whiskey given them, they 
will allow people to plunder. I think 1 was present when the police brought a man before 
ray lather. I do not know how soon the summorts was issued after that. 

Head-Constable Clements stated that the summons was taken out two days alter 
the men were taken. 

"iAT. Hughes (to the Witness).] When was the “Nuniero Quatro” wrecked? — About 
January 1866. She was wrecked on my father’s property. 

Mr. Hughes (to Mr. Clements).] Were you present at the wreck of the “ Numero 
Quatro?”— I was. The cargo consisted of cotton. There were ten of us there at first, 
but we were ultimately reduced to two. That was by desire of Mr. O’Brien, in Queens- 
towi}. She was a Spanish ship. The cargo was taken over by the underwriters to Liver- 
pool, and sold there. I think there was some plunder at that time by the country people. 
We took out summonses against nine people on that occasion, and brought them before 
the magistrates in this court. I have never heard any complaint against the police except 
this by Mr. Beamish. I have not had a single complaint against any of my men for dnink- 
enness within the last two years. There was a complaint made against one of the police at 
the wreck of the “ Numero Quatro,” for taking something from that vessel, but the charge 
was dismissed. At the wreck of the “ Podesta,” there were 21 persons prosecuted at the 
instance of the police. No person came before this court to assist on that occasion except 
the police. The fines on that occasion amounted to upwards of 66 1. 



William Pabsons, sworn ; Examined by Mr. Hughes. 

Did you give any information to any one about the ‘‘Poclesta ”? — Yes, I gave it in to the 
police, and the police took two more men. 



John Carr, re-called; Examined by Mr. Hughes. 

I WAS at the wreck of the "Numero Quatro.” There was plunder going on there; 
stealing cotton. The police assisted in protecting that property. I am confident that the 
police will always do their duty; they did it on that occasion. I have often served with 
them, night and day. I have never seen them take a drop of spirits. I have once seen 
them negligent of their duty. I think they were negligent in this case; they tried to get 
out of the wind’s way ; they got into shelter. I have no other charge of negligence against 
them. 

By Captain Grant.] I am certain they would not wink at any improper conduct. I have 
never known any of the coast guard charged with drunkenness. 

By 
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By Captain (throngh tie Co«rt>] There were several of the resident genti-v present 
at the wreck of the Numero Quatro.” They never tendered us irny assistanfe. ^ Piesent 

Mr. Beamish stated that be considered himself quite iustilied in what Pa Ia ri.- 
ease and th.at he would do the same again. He iLl n^ stSnLr t„ mate ” * e 

“'S'- Hewoutdprefe 

Henhy Baldwin Beamish, Esq., j.p., sworn; Examined by Mr. Hughes. 

*'P She came ashore about 

three or four o clock. I did not see her come on shore. When I saw her she was on the 
rocks, and ihey were landing the sails, boxes, and articles belonging to the sailors- that 
was on Monday evening at four o’clock. The captain came on shorlon Monday evekinw 
he was one of the last who came on shore. On the following day they began to unload the 
ship The sailore took a good deal of time to get the sails down ;^they were all on tlit 

hut thi'lf TL "’“n-a' ''''’7 1'™“''“' laaving Lthiiig standing 

but the lower masts I hey did not cut the masts away, they were standinv when the 
vessel so d. Thewhole of the property was taken ashore into a place of safety There 
1 difficulty m understanding what the captain said, he being a foreigner and speaking 



English very badly; and Miss Gallway happened to come down and she acted as interpret 
tei. It was represented to him lhat there was a danger that his property might be 
“ "’“l *0 KPPi’iit salvors; and wliL if was so re- 

W r^v ^ ‘ “T aaso"‘ ‘';at *ey should be appointed, and then I appointed 

with his consent, four of my sons and Mr. Gallway. That was before the sivnifg of the 
y s-her he came on shore on Monday. He came to my house and 
thfl T "““8 “ ' “‘"1 as “Saa‘i and I consider 

SiA ^ amhorily of the captain, he alone having the power to appoint any 

one. Tliese parties were appointed before that paper was signed. I acted with the full 
authonty of the captain. I did not want to act except as a magistrate, unless I ivas called 

any inconvenience. I acted 

as agent of the master in giving directions to save the property. The captain entered into 
an agreement with me A litUe time after, two gentlemen'ame up SrCorpeS 
strangers to me and they had some conversation with the captain; they knew Italian, and 
they spoke to the captain; and they so managed as to carry him off to Cork with them. I 
1 i-emained, I think, until Saturday. When he returned 

“5? told me that he had arranged matters m Cork, and that the property was to be 

sold on the following Monday. I mentioned his agreement with me. and said that I did 
not think Ins conduct in the matter was exactly what it ought to have been. I would not 
allow the goods to be sold until the claims of the gentlemen who had acted as salvors were 
settled ; and when the parhp found that they coufd not sell the goods, they came to terms 
and settled my account. They then proceeded to the auction. As it appeared to me, the 
auctioneer took down the different items and the sums thev brought. They then went 
down to the wreck and proceeded to sell the coals. They fii-s't wanted to sell the coals for 
160 tons, the captain saying that he did not throw over more than six tons: however I 
said ftiat I thought there was more than that thrown over, and ultimately they reduced it 
to 150 tons. I took the coals at the lump as ISO tons, at 7s, a ton. After the sale of the 
wals, they then proceeded to sell the hull. The auctioneer mentioned everything connected 
^th the jessd in the hull. There is a statement of his w'hich I put before you, in which 
he says, to dehver up the copper which is in the house/’— (Two papers were /landed iff 
showing the items of sale and the amount paid, receipted and stamped.) 

Mr. Hughes.'] I understood from this that you were aware that there was a quantity of 
copper belonging to the ship somewliere ’-There was some in the little house Si the cliff 
and the copper that I got stripped off the vessel after it was purchased by Captain Hughes 
and the bolts. I thought 1 might have a ton of the copper in her ; but there turned out to 

be 150 small bolts, about two pounds each, and that only metal; no copper at all. I have 

some 130 of these bolts m my possession. I got possession of them and I shall keep them.- 
1 have got possession of copper to the extent of about 7^ cwt. 14 lbs., including the 
steerage metal, and the sheeting and bolts. “ 

There IS a sum of 7i 8s, which I do not quiie understand ?— Probably there would be 
5/. of that for the use of my land. ^ 

w " “iMcessary for me to remind you that there is an officer called the Keoeiver 

of W reck, and you are aware that when wrecked property comes on shore it is the duty of 
the persons taking charge of it to report it to the Receiver of Wreck ?— In my own case I 
do not believe the Receiver had anything at all to do with it, because I think that I have a 
right to the royalties myself. 

My re^on for mentioning this to you is this, that your claim of 37 1. 8 s. as a salvor ouvht 
to be made to the Receiver ofWreck ?— I do not claim as a salvor, I claimed on behalf of 
the salvors. I appointed them, and, in my opinion, legally appointed them, and iheir 
claim IS as good as gold. a j ft- > 

We must define what your position was. You stopped the sale until this 37 £ 8s. was 
paid ; now the law says that the notice of a salvage claim should be made to the Receiver, 
^^5* D 4 and 
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and that he slioaH stop the sole. I will read you the section of the Act relating to this 
point. 

Mr. iSig/ies lead the section of the Act relating to the duties of the Receiver of 
Wreck. 

Mr. Uvnlies.'^ I only wisheti to show yo;i that it is the duty of the Receiver to detam 
that prooerty imtil the salvage and expenses are paid. I should like to know in 'wliat capacity 
you vvere acting ; whether it was as a magistrate, representing the Receiver ol Wreck, or as 
a salvor, or agent for the salvors?— As agent for the salvors, it must have been ; and i(. 
was well for those parties whom I appointed that I insisted upon their claim bomg settled. 
I do not think the police have got anything yet. The Coast Guard have not been paid, and 
I think they ought to be handsomely paid for their services. I think the constabukry 
ought also to be paid for their services, and the agents told me tliat they had settled with 
them on coming to Clonakilty. . , /p , , • i. r ..i 

By Captain Graut-I The copper in my possession was stripped oft the ship betore the 
sale* loot it: I purchased it; evei^thing that was in the house I purchased ; X believe 
there was copper taken into the house before I purcliased the ship ; I caunot say who took 
it there; I do not say whether Captain Hughes was acquainted with that fact or not. I 
appoinied my sons as salvoi-s; Ihad the best authority from the captain to appoint persons 
for that purpose. • i • i • 

Will you explain the statement we have had, that the captain retusedto give up his pos- 
session of the ship? — He did not refuse that persons should be appointed to protect tho 

your sons were not salvors, but the protectors of the ship ? — I think it is pretty 
much the same thing; not according to the Merchunt Shipping Act, and it is that under 

which we are acting. i o tt 

How wa.s it that the captain afterwards gave you authority to act as his salvor' — He 
thought it was the best thing he could do. I asked him to^give me authority over the 
vessel, or I would have nothing to do with her. That was on Tuesday morning. 

How was it that you, as a magistrate, having the command of the constabulary, aiui 
havino- an available body of Coast Guard, should think it necessary to employ civilians aud 
to dismiss the constabulary ? — In the first instance, I must tell you that I have been at very 
many wrecks, and a pretty long time in the world ; I have been at wrecks before there were 
any constabulary there, or any Coast Guard either ; and I have seen how things were carried 
on, and I found that the civilians did the duty as well, and my opinion is that they still do 
it as well, because the civilian has a moral influence over the people in his neighbourhood, 
and they dare not interfere to that degree which you may suppose ; they may possibly pilfer 
from constables, but they would be more liable to be detected by the civilians ; that is my 
experience ; I think the country gentlemen would protect wrecks much better than either 
police or Coast Guard. 

How was it that the civilians did not arrest any one when the police did ? — I told you in 
this case I believe the police came on board about twelve o’clock, and proceeded to interfere 
with the salvors I had appointed ; I inquired, and I probably may follow it still further, 
whether a finger was put near one of them by the police, because I understand that they 
removed my father-in-law out of this vessel and likewise that one of my sons had to quit 
the vessel 'in consequence of the orders of the police. Why, what state of things must 
there be in the country if the gentlemen of the country, on their own property, and legally 
appointed by me as salvors, are to be treated in that way ? 

As a magistrate, have you had occasion to have any of the constabulary before you for 
neglect of duty?— I do not remember that I have; 1 think they are a very efficient body; 
but this duty is not exactly the duty which suits them. Of all the wrecks I remember, there 
was less pilfering at the wreck of the “ Sau Francisco ” than any other ; and for the very 
best reason, there was nothing to steal. I was perfectly justified in dismissing the police, 
and I would dismiss them again to-morrow. 

You have stated that you dispensed with the services of the police in order to save expense ; 
had the police and the body of the Coast Guard remained on duty from the wreck of the. 
vessel to the time of her sale, do you think the expenses of those men would have amounted 
to what you have divided amongst your sons ? — It is quite a different thing ; 1 do not know 
•what you do in England, but here we do not expect gentlemen’s sons to be paid at the same 
rate as labourers ; you are under a great mistake if you think so. 

In your evidence you stated that you did not wish to act in any way so as to impair your 
position as a magistrate ; it seems strange that you should get yourself appointed as agent 
for the ship, when the recognised agent came Sown to attend to it. Mr. Coleman came 
down showing you the authority under which he wished to act ? — I would do the same thing 
at every wreck, and if I did not I would just go home. 

With regard to the copper which w-as in the house, when did you first ascertain that there 
•was copper placed there ? — 1 cannot tell you. 

.Did you take anj steps for delivering that property to the Receiver of Wreck? — I pur- 
chased it. 

It was there before you purchased the property ? — It was sold at the auction ; it was there 
before the auction ; it was sold at the auction. 

Can you inform the Court who brought the copper there ? — I do not know. I took very 
little notice of it. 

Do 
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Do you tliink it is probable that it was stolen properly ?— I do not know • I never 
heard o> it until now. ' ’ 

. How did this copper come into your possession ?-How did what come 

into my possession ? I to d yon I purchased nothing at the auction of the small things 
that were m the house. When those tilings were sold, purchased by strangers, the auctioneer 
and parlies from Queenstown went down there to wliere the vessel lay ; that is about a 
quarter of a mile from ray house, and from the place where the auction of the first thino-s 
took place. He proceeded to seU the coal lielougmg i., the v.,ssel ^ I purchased the coal^ 

1 did not purchase anything else; don’t misunderstand me. Captain Hutrhes came in and 
purchased the hull of the vessel and everything, as I understood, which was in the vessel 
and the copper which belonged to her ; that is uiy impression. Then, a few days after the 
auctioneer came clown lo ray place, and we went down and inspected the vessel and’ ex 
ammed her timbers, and also saw what quantity of copper there was in her : and a bartrain 
was struck up with me. I thought it worth the risk ; I thought I might have got the vessel 
off, and if toe weather had heir) until Monday I would have got iier off in ray opinion • I 
haci until Saturday to get the coals out, and I could not have had them out until Saturday • 
and on that day the weather began to break. ^ ’ 

You tell us there were 7 cwt, of copper; hew did dill be produce this copper to you’— 
lliat 7 cwt. of copper wns in this wise. There was 130 bolts, which were oil the bolts tiiot 
i could detect .11 the vessel; there were two pieces of brass which held on ilie rudder, and 
the rest was sheet copper. I believe the sheet copper amounted to about 4J cwt. A »reat 
deal has been said about this sheet copper, and it really is the bulk of the whole proceed- 
ings, the Ollier articles having been taken to my house, and lodged there. My opinion on 
mature reflection, is that there was about a ton of copper on the vessel. I think the Coast 
Cunrd spoke the troth win-n they said that. A great deal of this was torn off by the sea 
ami some 01 it is even washing on shore to this day. After I purchased the copper, I saw 
a piece of It come in on the beach ; there were two or three folks there, and tliey bolted 
into the sea like fishes and carried the copper away. “ Well,” says I to them, “vou have 
earned that at all events,” and I allowed them 10 take it away ; I thought they had well 
earned n. And so it is— you are holding this investigation, and making all this fuss about 
a common coal vessel with a ton of copper in her ; and the fact is ihat this copper was a 
great deal of it earned away by the sea ; and tliongli a largo number of persons were said 
to be there, I really believe that there were not more than 150 ever saw the vessel, and that 
number was composed ol'men, women, and children; and wherever they can pick up any- 
thin", tliey h:ive a propensity to plunder a wreck. 

I have yet to learn how this 7 cwt. of copper came into your possession ? — Private 
purchase. 

You bought the hull of a private person ; but at the time vou bou^^ht the hull, I appre- 
hend, the copper was not aitached to the vessel; how did it come inro your possession?— 
H was taken off. There was a man of ihe name of Donovan, who was employed by Captain 
-Hughes to take the copper off the vessel, and secure it for him, and of course, when 1 pur- 
chased Captain Hughes’s right to it, I purchased that copper. That was all the copper I 
got. I did not get any that iiad been taken away by anyone. 

By Captain Grant] I think some of the copper was taken off before the sale. I believe 
n was lodged m Donovan’s bouse. I think it was lodged there before it was purchased by 
Captain Hughes; that is ray impression. I cannot say that Captain Hu<rhes knew the 
copper was in that house when he purchased the ship. I think he knew of it beincr there 
when he sold the vessel to me. ® 

The Court was then adjourned until the next day at li o’clock. 



Third Day. 



Court House, Clonakilty, 6 April Ise/. 

At the commencement of the proceedings this day, Mr. Wright, a solicitor of 
Clonakilty, stated that Mr. Thomas Beamish having made some obseiwations the 
previous day with reference to the conduct of the police, he was desirous of asking 
that gentleman wliether he would point out any of the police who had been o-uilty o7 
any misconduct. “ 

Mr. Hughes observed, that no legal adviser or advocate could be allowed to take 
part in me proceedings, but that if Mr. Wright bad any questions to put to Mr. 
Thomas Beamish, such questions, if handed to the Court in writing, would be put to 

Mr. Beamish, senior, stated that his son would be in Court on Monday, and would 
then answer any questions that might be put to him. 

265, E Mr. 
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Mr. Robeut Synge, sworn; Examined by Mr. Hughes. 

I AM Lieutenant of tlie Coast Guard ; I am in charge of the station at Donny Cove ; the 
immediate locality of the wreck is in my district. I remember the wie: k of tlie vessel “ San 
Prancisco.” I was sick at the time ; I was unable to attend at the earlier part of the pro- 
ceedings; I attended on the lOtb of January. I saw nothing of the transaction until the 
loth of the month. When I got there a good deal of the copper was taken oil, but^the 
people were tolerably quiet ; that was on Thursday, between one and two o’clock. The 
vessel 'vas high and dry ; she kiv on her beam -ends. On the side opposite to oie tlie copper 
was nearly all taken away. I do net know whether any persons, carpenters, or others, had 
been em|iloyed to take away the copper; I saw no oo|)per in the house where the stores 
were placed. None of the police were on duty when Iurrived at the wreck. I saw some of 
Mr. Beamish’s sons there ; they said nothing to me ; I did not say anything to them as to 
the guaid h.eing sufficient or not. Carr reported to me that the persons appointed by Mr. 
Beamish would not render him any assistance whatsoever; the people were trying to steal 
the copper ; and these people would not assist him at all. They were sitting on the rocks, 
smoking and 'auahinii at him. It was on Wednesday ihat Carr came and reported to me ; 
he said he was sick and tired with exhaustion. I went to the ship every day after; 1 did 
not observe any plunder myself. The people were not crying to plunder when 1 was there. 
There were spars and ropes lying about; the spais were on the load, and the topes in tire 
field. They were stripping the ship; that was on Thursday and Friday. They did not 
complete stripping her then. It was her own crew that was stripping her. I was at the 
sale. The lots were properly suited out. I did not see any copper*, nor did I hear anything 
about anv copper at ilie side. I suppose the copper that was taken off the ship was stolen. 
I have no idea that any person was employed by the parties in charge of the ship in taking 
the copper off the ship, and preserving it for those who wei-e concerned in it. I did not see 
any copper at all. 

By Mr. Beamish (througli the Court'j\. The standing rigging was not carried up to the 
home at all; it was in a field close to, above the bench. The men were stripping the ship; 
the things were lying there altogether. I did not see them taken to the house at all. From 
the time they were unstripped from the ship they were left on the field. There was no guard 
there but the Cc'ast Guard. 

Mr. stated that the ropes were removed either into his own house or into 

the house on the cliff. 

The Witness (to Mr. Beamish).'\ I saw no rigging taken up to your house at all. 

By Captain Grant. The spars and those things, 1 mean the standing rigging, were in the 
same place on Saturday night as they were on Thursday night, when I first saw them. They 
remained in the field ; they were of some weight. I was iu.-«ide Cornelius Donovan’s house, 
where the stores were taken on the day of the auction. 'I'he rooms are about eight or nine 
feet square. 1 was only in one room ; 1 do not know of their being any other rooms in the 
house. If iherc had been 7cwt or 8c\vt. of copper there, I should have seen it. The 
emrance door would face in!and,not towards the sea; that door opens into a room, and 
that is the only room 1 saw, and I did not see any copper there. I attended the auction. 
The leading parties there were the auctioneer, an agentfrom Mr. Cummins ; and I think the 
Captain was there, but I am not sure. I brought forward a claim in behalf of the Coast 
Guard at Mr. Beamish’s hou«e ; Mr. Beamisli, the auctioneer, the agent, and Mr. Foster 
were present. I think the claim amounted to II 7. 18 s. They agreed to it at once; and 
then Mr. Beamish asked me whether I would look to him for i(, or whether I would take 
those gentlemen’s word ihat they would give it me, and I said I would taka their word. Mr. 
Beamish originally named the sum of 9 /. as the claim for the Coast Guard, but I said 
that was not enough. I did not prefer a claim until Mr. Beamish named this sum himself. 
I told i'lim that I had a claim against the ship for the services of the Coast Guard. When 
Mr. Beamisii handed in his own account, he included in it a claim for the Coast Guard ; 
thiit was the first time I heard of his making any claim for us. It was without my sanction 
that he included the claim for the Coast Guard in his claim. I have not yet been paid that 
account. 

Is that the account you sent in {handing a paper to the Witness')^. Yes, that is the one. 
There was no account produced at the time of the sale. There was no conversation with 
regard to the amount at Mr. Bciimish’s house, except that it would be paid directly the sale 
was over. On the completion of the sale, they gave me a written paper to say that they 
would pay on the production of some printed form, and it turned out that there was no 
printed form required. I have a copy of the Coast Guard instructions in my possession ; it 
contains a form on which the Coastguard claim for “Travelling and Subsistence.” That 
form was sent to the Receiver. I think it was not given to the agent. He had only our 
verbal word for the actual amount claimed for the services of the Coast Guard at the time. 
I did not know what form the auctioneer alluded to ; and I wrote in the Receiver to know 
what piinted form be was to have, and be said there was no printed form required. I forget 
the total amount of the claim Mr. Beamish made ; there was a claim for a boat, and 6 /. for 
each of his sons and the police. He claimed for everybody in that document. I think Mr . 
Beamish afterwards put forward his claim by itself; but T was not present; they came down 
to settle when I was not there. I presume the agent, the auctioneer, Mr. Beamish, and Mr. 
Foster settled the claim between them. 
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Mr. Bridle. Chief Boatman in charge, recalled; Examined by Mr. Hughes. 

I -WAS at the sale on Monday the uhule time. I took an account of what was sold, and I 
have a mtmorandura of it ’ 

Could^you tell us from the memorandum what was the total amount of the proceeds of the 
sale? — ^Yes {referring to a paper), 191 1. 6 s. is the amount. Everythin^ is down there to 
the best of ray knowledge {handing the paper to Mr. Hughes). I'firraly believe, upon my 
oath, tliat in this document 1 have got everything that was sold. I am quite confident that 
every one of those lots is accurately stated. 

There is a lot sold for 62 1. 10 s., what was that ?— I think, that was for the coals. 

What is this 65 1. ? — That was for the ship. 

You stated tliat you believe that this is an accurate statement of the number of lots and 
the total proceeds of the sale ?— I do. The lots were all sold outside the house. I Lraw 
the number of sails in use upon the ship ; they were all disposed of to tiie best of my 
knowledge. With the exception of what was under the ship in the sand, the copper was 
taken off the shij) before tin- sale. I do not know wbai became of that copper. The 
small siores were taken to Donovan’s house. I saw no quantity of copper aiuono-st tlie 
store--. I saw no persons legally employed to strip the ship of her copper, f was tliere 
from Monday until Thursday, and then I was there again on Saturday, and ao-ain on Mon- 
day, and I can state that no peisoiis were legally employe.l during the perioii that I was on 
guard in stripping her of her copper. 1 saw a sheet or two sold at the sale, a very little 
quantity. The auciioueer tried to get the best price he could for the ship. He imule no 
reference to any cojiper that would be found elsewhere, when he put the ship up for sale. 
He sold the hull as it was, and, of course, wiiat was in her, except the coals. 

By Captain Qranti] Where was the ship put up for sale ?— On the road abreast of the 
ship. I know Donovan’s house; I have bem in all the rooms in his house; on Monday I 
was there. 1 saw no stores there at ail but what belonged to Donovan himself. Had 
th^^re been eight cwt. of copper in any room in that house I am quite confident I should 
have seen it. I state confidently that there was no copper in the house on Monday. I 
could not see any, and I went into every room of the house. There are only two rooms, and 
I was in both of them, and die copper was not there then. 

Mr. Hughes (to Mr. Hen?rew/i).] “ According to your evidence of yesterday, there was a 
quantity of 7 or 8 cwt. of copper that you obtained and purchased somewhere, after 
the sale, and we want to know where that property came from, and how ii came back into 
Donovan’s house? — I should like to sell it to you. 

Captain Grant (io Mr. Beamish.)'] Yesterday you stated that there w'as 7 cwt. or 8 cwt. 
of copper in Donovan’s house? — Oh, no; you must have taken it wrong. I asked you 
four or five times on that poi it, 1 most distinctly asked you that question.— You misunder- 
stood my answer;! will account for the copper. I told you that there were about 150 
small bolts containing about 2 lbs. each, and I got something over 130 of them; that 
I believe would make sometning about 2 J cwt. of copper. There was then the copper 
which kept on the rudder, 1 ihink about half cwt., anti the remainder was sheet copper, 
which of course must have been taken off. It was removed by Donovan, and put into 
this house. 

Mr. Hughes remarked that there was a large quantity of copper unaccounted for. 

Mr. Beamish said that he believed there was some copper in the house at the time, 
but that after he purchased the coals, and after the copper and all that was purchased 
by Captain Hughes, be did not concern himself at all about the auction. 

Mr. Bridle came forward, and said that he had just been informed that the ship only 
sold for 55 not 65 1 . ; he had only put it down to the best of his knowledge ; he thou«-ht 
it was an indistinct figure that caused him to make the mistake. ° 

Mr. Beamish said, I should like to add some statements to the evidence I gave yester- 
day; and I think tliis latitude ought to be allowed, inasmuch as the evidence, with few 
exceptions, is on one side, very litile having been taken on the other side, excepting as pro- 
ceeding from Mr. Gallway, my son, and myself. I should particularly wish tiiaf what I 
ura about to say may be taken down by the shorthand writer. 

Gentlemen, when I was appointed to act as agent by Captain Garibaldi, and when the 
document, which I considered gave ample and sufficient authority was signed, the very first 
tiling I did was to dismiss the police. That I considered it my duty lo the undervniters of 
the vessel, if she had been insured, and if not insured, lo the owners’ of the vessel and cargo. 
My next step was to see to the dismissal of ihe Coast Guard ; and for that purpose I 
spoke to my son, I do not know which of them, to iniimate to the Coast Guard that it 
was my intention to dispense with their services. The message -was conveyed to me that 
the Coast Guard stated that they would not leave without the orders of their supeiior 
officer. I consider that I had no power whatever of removing them ; that tliey might there 
remain in defiance of my authority, and what I intended to 'do after the proceeds of the 
aueiion, which should, propeHy speaking, have come into my hands in the usual way, as 
being the agent legally appointed by the Captain— but overruled and supplanted, I won’t 
say how properly or improperly— by rfie Messrs. Cummins ; when ihat money had come into 
265 . £2 my 
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my hands, would have been ample time for the Coast Guard to have put in their chiiin in 
the usual way, either to have served the Receiver of Droits, or to have served the Collector 
of Customs with the oi'dinary and proper notice, and the full securitjr of them niid their 
claims could in the ordinary way have come before the magistrates of this Bench, and what- 
ever they awarded them, it was my deteroiination to pay. Well, now gentlemen, that 
settles affairs so far as I am concerned, either with reference to the underwriters, should 
there he any, or with reference to the owners of the vessel and cargo. 

hfow, then, with respect to my own personal conduct. On ihe 14tii, it was the day of 
the auction ; mind you, I permitted that auction to go on ; I watched Mr. Cummins in his 
proceedings, reserving to myself the full power of acting under that instruction which I 
held to be legal and sufficient, to interfere in any way which I thought was advisable; and 
interfere 1 did, in the case of the auction. At the time of the auction I purchased the cargo 
of the vessel ; in four days 1 think afterwards, I purchased by private sale from the auc- 
tioneer tire property which Captain Hughes had purchased, and paid the amount in jire- 
sence of uiiiiesses. Therefore, to all intents and purposes, both the cargo and the vessel, 
and the different other articles which were purchased by Hughes, came into ray possession 
by a fiiir and equitable purchase. When that was so, now mind you, yon might suppose 
tliat a dozen of the Coast Guard and a dozen of the ptslice were necessary to the protec- 
tion of that property, but I sav it, with every respect to you gentlemen, how did I act to 
protect my private property? 1 protected that property by appointing two of my people, 
and my sons too. 1 had no constables, no Coast Guard ; ihe property was mine, my private 
property, let it be known and understood ; and I have no objection to let it go forth on the 
wings of the wind, that I, residing' at Muckross, having pitrcha^^ed the bulk of this property, 
did protect it with two of ray men ; and after I had kept these two men, who remained up 
that night, in a few days I dismissed them altogether, and had no persons at nil eitiier by 
day tir night. 1 meiiiion ibis to you to show that the moral influence which I possessed 
was sufficient to protect this property, and that the view which you appear in your 
examination to have taken, that I was not justified in dismissing four of the police, is a mis- 
taken view; that my net was perfectly just, proper, and becoming, and that the vessel was 
my own private pro{ierty ; and that I protected thai property with two of the country people 
which belong to the place. 

Now, gentlemen, you may be |)erhaps, from y<mr habits, I dare say you are, English. 
You may be move acquainted with the habits of the English pt-ople ; but as far as we are 
concerned here, the gentlemen of this country will not be satisfied to act as common 
labourers, nor will tiiey act in that capacity which you, with every degree of respect, would 
be willing to put my sans into. Their position in society; three of ihnse men do not live 
in ray house ; they are independent of me, and I state that though G 1. was paid to each of 
them, it was inadequate remuneration for their services, and not a sixpence of it went into 
■my pocket; and that though T was justified in receiving this pahry sum of lOZ., I received 
noibin'j except merely 5 1. for the use of my land, which if. is well knovvn by every person here 
was a very small sum indeed ; it might have been better both for the owners of the property 
and all concerned, that this vessel had remained in my hands, that it bad gone on in the 
ordinary way ; but as others thought proper to supplant me, I have nothing whatsoever to 
do with the accounts which are furnished to yon, but I have performed my dutv honourably 
and honestly. 

Gentlemen, I can further say, and it will appear from the evidence, that tlie police — and 
I have every respect for the police — I believe them to be a most efficient force, but I believe 
they are in a measure out of place when put to protect wrecks ; they are in my opinion a 
military force. And when they went upon that vessel, I am informed, between ll and 12 
o’clock, to seize upon an old man, my father-in-law, a gentleman, and command my sons 
to quit that wreck, though my sons acted under my authority as a magistrate, ihougli I had 
legally, properly, and constitutionally appointed them salvors, and it was their bounden 
duty as my sons, and living on my pi-operty, to see that these things were carried properly 
into effect, I say for any policeman receiving his 1 6 . or 2 a day to do so — and, 

gentlemen, I would wish to impress upon you that if you think by inverting society, by 
putting common officers in the place of gentlemen of proper intelligence and worth ; if by 
any means that should once be effected, and that if the magistrates of this country are 
degi-aded by imposing over them stipendiaries —I say that the glory of old England is set for 
• ever, and her sister island will perish in the sea. 1 do feel that it would be ray duty that 
if I could get evidence against any constable who attempted to put a finger upon any one 
that I appointed, and to remove them from that position, I say, if I can get evidence, ! shall 
produce it here to the magistrates of this bench, and I trust they will prove that they will 
support the gentlemen of this country. You, gentlemen, acting on the part of the Board 
of Trade, you shall have every advantage from me that I can put you in possession of. 
I fear not your utmost; do your business; I am here to set you at defiance; I know the 
rectitude of my conduct. I care as little about that petty business of the “ Sun Francisco,” 
and her value of 200 L, as I care for 200 pence. My son will be here, and we defy you. 
I am here to prove what I have stated ; I have simply done my duty; it is for you now 
to do yours. 

Mr. Hughes."] I have one or two words to say with reference to the eloquent, but not 
very temperate, speech that has been delivered by Mr. Beamish. It appears to me tliat 
there is a disposition rather to disparage this inquiry, and the officers conaucting it. There 
is no doubt whatever that the law relating to wreck here is precisely the same as It is in 

England ; 
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England ; I believe it is adiuinisteved as fairly and as justly here as in England ; and I have 
not the slightest doubt that the county magistrates will do their duty as justly as they do in 
England. At the same time, I think it is but right to say that it is rather out of place on 
the part of Mr. Beamish lo make these disparaging ol3servatii>ns, for I am quite sure he 
will admit that every courtesy has been shown to him by us on this inquiry. We have 
no defiance to throw out to anyone, we are merely doing a plain simple duty, entrusted to 
us by the Board nf Trade ; that duty is to elicit in this case, as in others, what are ihe 
circumstances which have attended the plundering of a ship to a very la^t- extent, before 
she was sold. It is not a question of amount, it is the question of organization for the 
protection of wrecked property, and the demoralization resulting from its not being properly 
protected. I maintain that there is a quantity of this property still unaccounted for, and I 
am quite sure that Mr. Beamisli has no disposition to prevent us from ascertaining the 
facts, and those facts we are determined to ascertain if we can. Mr. Beamish has thought 
proper to speak of his private property and manorial rights, and of his position as a 
magisirate of the county; he has spoken also of his position as the agent for the ship. 
There is no doubt in my mind that he was justly the agent of the ship, when lie was 
appointed by the captain. But I think he must admit that at the time when these gentle- 
men, his sons and father-in-hiw, were first appointed salvors, he was not the legally 
appointed agent of the ship. He was not appointed until Tuesday afternoon. There are 
circumstances in connection with this matter which still require explanation. There is a 
quantity of co|jper — I tell Mr. Beamish plainly, not as affecting himself, but as affecting 
this inquiry — that there is a quantity of copper which we have nut yet had accounted for; 
it vvas taken from liie ship, and we want to know more particularly what became of it. 
I am sorry if Mr. Beamish understands an implied censure upon him; it is not that. "We 
are here to obtaiu information, and to report to the Board of Trade the result of that 
information, we liave done in other cases; and I repeat, I am rather sorry that Mr. 
Beamish should have gone out of his way in order to throw out defiance to the officers 
conducting this inquiry. 

Mr. Beamis/t.] 1 think that, sitting there as chairman, you have performed your duly 
admirably, and I thank you, gentlemen, for the kindness you have manifested in listening 
to me. Anything I have said was given utterance to .under the feeling that as 1 was the 
principal salvor, it vvas thought that any portion of copper which might have been there, 
came into my possession in any way improperly, thereby implying a theft; what every 
man with common feeling will feel indignant about. If any attempt be made to imply that 
a purchase made by me of aiiotiier man, that I could in any way have come into possession 
of property which did not belong to me, it would be perfect robbery. There lias been a 
large number of p jlico examined here, and a large number of the coast guard, all upon 
one side. 

Mr. I/ughes.] I distinctly stated that the inquiry was without prejudice to any person 
whatsoever ; and I would again state that tiie object of the inquiry is not so much as 
Mr. Beamish terms it, the paltry coal vessel which came on shore at Muckross, but to 
ascertaiu whether the arrangements are such as can or ought to be maintained in future. 

Captain Grant.'] I wish to add, that I entirely coincide with what my colleague has 
slated before, but I do not wish to allow the opportunity lo pass without entering my 
protest also against the expressions as to the stipendiary magistrates being placed over 
others on the bench. I do not wish to make any further observation ; I simply say that a 
remark of that nature ought not to be allowed lo pass without protest. 

Mr. Seamisli said that he considered that he bad the authority of the Captain to appoint 
salvors ; and that salvors were appointed by him, and that as such he considered that the 
constabulary should be in subjection to the salvors; and that the constables were not justi- 
fied in the slightest degree in interfering with the salvors he had appointed. He wished it 
to go forth on the wings of the wind that what he did was legal and constitutional. 

Mr. Hughes stated that Mr. Beamish’s remarks would be fairly represented at head 
quarters, and that nothing would be said that was not just and fair to him. 

Captain Grant (to Mr. SecniwA).] Tou have slated that this inquiry was one-sided, as 
we have examined all the police and the coast guard ; we have put it to you several times 
whether you have any witnesses to bring forward whom we might examine on your behalf; 
we have no one whom we can call properly, except those we know to have been concerned 
in this matter. We have sent for the auctioneer; he has been summoned, but he cannot 
attend until Monday, but he will be under examination before the inquiry closes. If you at 
anytime are able lo throw light upon the subject, and can bang forward witnesses, we shall 
be most happy to examine them in the same way we have conducted the inquiry hitherto. 

Mr. Beamish.] You shall have abundant evidence that seven and half cwt. of copper 
came into my possession rightly. 

Mr. Coleman, recalled; Examined by Mr. Hughes. 

In the account placed before us, there is a claim by you of 36 i 0 5. 7 d., have you a 
copy of that? — No; the 36/. was my claim for the entire expenses ; it was subsequently 
settled for 6 1. 17 s. 

By Captain G^ran#.] I have lost 30 /. by the transaction. 

Mr. Ht^hes,] You mean to say that you would have been 80 Z. more iu pocket if you 
had got the whole amount you claimed. 

365. E 3 By 
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By Cao:ain Grant^ Have you lost 30 1. of your owu money ?— Ohj no. The amount I 
reci'i'vecl, 0 1. 1? s-, was the actual amount that 1 spent : I included the expenses of Captain 
Hughes in auciiouing the vessel. He directed me to employ four men ui taking away the 
rudder irons that were up her side, ond as much of the copper as I could ; I agreed with 
the man of the hoiiS'', then, at the rate of five shillings a week, to give us the use of the 
little iiou<e ; arnl, up to this time, f included tliat claim in the bill I sent downj 1 never 
got a ffti thing from the Captain for the labour of those men u]> to this time. 

By Mr. Ilu^/tes.] 1 attended the sale. I did not keep an account of the various itemi.; 
Mr. Bridie was the person who did, I think. I do not know the amouni of tlie sale. 

By Captain Grani.] Did you hear what the total amount was at the time of the sale ? — 
1 could not recollect, I asked Mr. Hogan twice about it; and he said, he had not time to 
make it out before he left town. 

Mr. Hr/ff/ies.] I >mi sorry, gentlemen, that owing to the absence of the auctioneer, we 
are under the necessity of adjourning the Court. He told us the other day that, if the fine 
was 100 Z., he could not come before Monday, and that, theref-'i’e, if we summoned him, lie 
should be obliged to pay the fine. He has since been suimnoued, and will be here, we 
trust, with Mr. Hogan, the clerk of Messrs. Cimnnius, on Monday ; and it will be for us 
then to ascertain all tlie iul<»rination we can relative to the sale of this property ; and if any 
gentleman in court ch'ioses to bring forward anyone who can give us further information, 
vve shall be much obliged to him for doing so. The Court is now adjourned until Monday, 
at eleven o'clock- 

[Adjourned accordingly until Monday next, at Eleven o’clock. 



Fourth Day. 

Court House, Cionakiltj, 8 April 18G7. 



A Letter was handed in by Mr. Beamish from ihe Inspecting Commander, dated the 28th 

February, relative to the Coast Guard claim of 11 Z. 18 s. 6 cl. That Letter, together with 

Mr. Beumish’s Reply to the same, dated the 1st March 18G7, was read. 

Mr. Beamish.'] And nnw, gentlemen, I see by tlie letter you forwarded to me from Cork, 
that you are conducting this iuquiiy under the 14th section of tlie “Merchant Shipjiing 
Act, 18S4.” I have been looking at that section, and I find it to be as follows : {reads the 
icetion referred to). Now, as I have been in a measure placed in rather an awkward posi- 
tion, I would wish to know from you, gentiemen, under which of these heads do you now 
carry out your inquiry ? or, I ask you, rather, what is your object at present, or lo what 
should I apply raysr-lf to give you every satisfaction which may be in my power; whether 
your object is, as I take it, from tlsat letter of Captain Jones, to see that ibe payment of 
llZ. odd should be made to the coast guard; or, in fact, what is your object at all ? If 
i t be 1 1 Z. odd, 1 think the case is ns dear as possible ; that is, that the coast guard put in 
their claims in the usual way ; if this be your object, Mr. Synge is the person you should 
look to. 

Mr. Hughes.'\ I think we shall save you some little inconvenience by explaining that it 
is not that; it is the whole question of the preservation and protection of wrecked property; 
and to enable you the more clearly to understand what is the nature of the duties we have 
been enti iisted with by the Board of Trade, I shall read to you the letter appoiruiiig my 
gallam friend, and myself, and also the authority under which we hold tliis court. 

(Mr. Hughes read the letter and his appointment as inspector/under the 14ih section 
of the Act.) 

“ Under this authority, we are here to inquire into the circumstances attending the 
wreck of the ‘ San Francisco.’ It is not a question affecting salvage ; it is not a ques- 
tion of expense ; but it is a question as to the mode in which the property was 
protected or not protected ; under whose charge it was from the time it came ashore 
up to the time of the auction; and I believe I can most truly say that we have con- 
fined ourselves entirely to those circumstances. With reference to your question as to 
the coast guard, and the expenses that were incurred, it is onlv an incidental matter, 
of comparatively little importance. We want to ascertain whet&er the gentleman who 
first took charge of this property, as a magistrate, did the duty required of him, or not ; 
and whether the Receiver, the Coast Guard, the constabulary, and others, did- tbeir 
duly, as required by law, and if they did not, why not. I say again, that our pro- 
ceedings have been conducted hitherto without prejudice to any one, and they will 
continue to be -so conducted.” 

Mr. Seamish.2 I have now to ask you whether you will carry your inquiry still further, 
end inquire into wrecks which occurred here upon ibis coast two years ago, and another 
soon after the “San Francisco,” near the same place. 

Mr. Hughes.'] We have no special instructions in that matter. If that is introduced as 
collateml evidence, with the view of showing hpw property could be better protected in 
future, there would be no objection to it; but it is almost irrelevant, unless it is introduced 
with that object. 

Mr. Beamish.] 
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Mr. Beamish.'] You have it in evidence by tlie police, that up to Tuesday at four o’clock, 
comparatively speaking, there was little of' the copper of the vessel plundered or taken 
away. Is that the sum and substance of their evidence? 

Mr. Hughes.] I believe there was not much stolen up to Tuesday afternoon. 

Mr. Beamish.] You have it in evidence by (he coast guard that, comparatively speak- 
ing, all the copper was taken away before the police were diseliarged. 

Mr. Hughes!] That is noi so. There is a conflict of opinion as to when the copper was 
stolen ; but there is no doubt upon our minds that at whatever time it was >iolen, a very 
laree quantity of copper was plundered from that ship. 

Mr. Beamish.] Weil, gentlemen, y-^u have now to consider as to the (|uamity of yellow 
metal that was not copper which was upon ihe vessel ; in. my opinion, there was little more 
than a ton altogether. 

Mr. Hughes.] There is a difference of opinion upon that point; if you can give us any 
evidence as to the quantity that was uf)on the vessel when she caiue ashore, and the quan- 
litv that was left when she was sold by auction, we shall be itlad to have such evidence. 

Mr. Beamish.] I would say that I have been at a great many wrecks, and in no wreck 
that 1 have seen would your inquiry be of so little effect U’S in this, because here there was 
nothing to plunder except this copper. 

Mr. Hughes.] It is quite clear that Mr. Beamish is of opinion that because the propeity 
that was taken away was of small value, tl>e question before the public is of very little 
imporiance; I must express a different opinion; it is not entirely a question of value, but 
of the evil effects upon the people when they are allowed to plunder wreck-? witliout inter- 
ruption bv the proper authorities. We had better go to the evidence. Is tliere any person 
in court who will come forward and tell us what quaniity of copper was plundered or not? 
(To Mr, Beamish.') Would you produce any evidence ? Theie is no one in this court who 
can give us that information so well as you can yourself. 

Mr. Beamish.] I shall be liappy to srive you any information I can. 

Mr. Hughes (to Mr. Beamish).] Will you kindly tell us what qimntity of topper was 
sold at the auction ? — I could not tell you that, for I was noi there ; I was at the auction, 
so far as the auction of tlie coals was concerned, I purchased the coals at the auction. I 
was present at the sale of the vessel. — “ What were the condi ions of sale ? — Was there any- 
thing said by the auctioneei* to the effect, that if there was any copper in any man’s bouse, 
or anywhere else, that the purchaser of the ship would be entitled to it if he could gt-t it?” 
— I think he said that he sold the hull, the mast-s, and everylhing in the vessel, and on 
her; that is what I believe (o be the fact. When th.it was sold I gave myself no further 
concern in the matter. 

Mr. Hughes.] Some one bought from Mr. Hotfman the hull of the vessel, with every- 
thing that was in and on her at tlie time? — Yes. — Independently of what was in and on 
her at the time, there was a large quantity of copper sheathing, and other things somewhere 
else? — No, there wa^ a small quantity in that little house, Donovan’s house. — That ?vas 
purchased by Captain Hughes, I understand ; subsequently I purchased the hull from 
Mr. Hoffman; he cimie to my house ; I .suppose he cait-e to receive his money. I did not 
purcha-?e any copper between the time of the sale and the time Mr. Hoffman came down 
to sell the hull. That was on Wednesday, or Thursday, after the auction; he asked me 
to purchase the ship. When I bought the hull, as she was, with what was in and on her, 
from Mr. Hoffman, on behalf of Captain Hughes, I considered that I bought exactly what 
Captain Hughes purchased at the auction. 

Mr. Hughes.] '* W'ill you let us know how you came into the possession of this 7^ cwt. 
14 lbs. of copper?” — A part of that consisted of bolts in the vessel; the bolts made 
21 cwt., I think ; the nidder irons were yellow metal ; they amounted to about half a c« t„ 
that is, the metal on the rudder. This half cwt., as well as the cwt., was comprised in 
the quantity in Donovan’s house. The remainder consisted of sheath copper ; I could not 
tell how much I got of that; some of it was In the house at the t me of the auction; 
probably it was taken from the people that miaht have been plundering it about the 
beach. It was sold at the auction. Tlien the balance was tak«n off the vessel, and putkito 
Donovan’s house ; and then, when it was sold to me, Mr. Hoffmau handed me ihe key of 
the house, and in that house I got what copper I have. 

Mr. Hughes.] There is a discrepancy which we want explained; we have had it in evi- 
dence, three or four times over, that all the copper that was in the possession of the aucti- 
oneer was 10 or 12 pounds, and that was sold separately from the hull ; we have therefore’' 
4 cwt. to account for. 

Mr. Beamish.] In my mind you are committing an error. When Captain Hughes 
bought that vessel, he set men to work to strip the vessel of the remaining portion of the 
copper, and this remaining portion of copper was put into this same house. 1 think you 
will have sufficient evidence, now, to prove that all the copper in the house was taken out 
and sold at the auction. It was brought back again by Captain Hughes, and put into the 
house. 

Mr. Bridle, recalled; Examined by Mr, Hughes. 

I WAS at the sale. 

After the small stores, ropes, and rigging, and spars, had been sold, was there a small 
quantity of copper that was taken out of a small house ? — There was a small lot. 

What quantity would there be in that lot ? — About 10 or li pounds. I am certain there 
was not a quarter of a hundred weight I can. swear positively to that. I was in D onovan’s 

265, B 4 house 
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house an hour hefore the sale, sittinfr down where the things were, and I saw no copper 
there at all. There was none in or about the house at that time. 

Cornelius Donovan, sworn ; Examined by Mr. Hughes. 

I LIVE in a small house near where the wreck occurrefl. Some of the stores of the ship 
were carried to my house from lime to time. I could not say when they first beitan to put 
the copi'er in my house. I had nothing to do with it until ilie day of sale. I was em- 
ployed shifting the rigging inside the house, before the day of sale; I could see uoihing 
outside while 1 was inside. I slept at home every night. There was a little copper put 
into my house. I could not tell how much ; I do not think there was much. I was at the 
auction. The sailors brought ail the copper fuU of my house for the purpose of selling it ; 
there was not any left anywhere about my house ; I swear it. It was all cleared out. I 
cannot .say whether the auctioneer sold it or not. After the sale they began to get the 
copper off' the vessel, because Captain Hughes agreed with me for stripping the vessel, and 
to lake away the gravel from under her; and I took away as much copper as I could get. 
We began to strip the vessel afier purclnising her; it was on Tuesday, iimt we went on until 
Friday. As we got it off we put it info the house. Then Mr. Beamish sent his horse and 
cart, and we got all ihe house cleared out. 1 really could not say bow much there was 
came into my house. There was no copper brought into rny house ilmt had been plundered. 
I was about the wreck all the time on and off. There was a deal of copjier taken off 
by the waves when she came on shore. I do not know whethei- any was plundered or not. 
I suppose some was carried away. I know that some of them stole the cupper. 

(The Witness endeavoured somewhat to evade tlie examination; but being closely 
pressed, he admitted his knowledge of the fact that a certain portion of the property 
had been plundered.) 

There rvas more stripped off by the waves than by the people. There was some of it 
plundered, of course. I was guarding the copper for Captain Hughes ; before that time, 
the coast guard and the police were in charge of it. 

By Captain Grant.l My house is on the top of the cliff. I slept in the house. I 
remember Thursday night, after the wreck of the vessel. I ought to remember, because 
I cotild not but recollect everything. I heard pistols fired. I did not go out of my liouse; 
I went down to my bed, and 1 went a.sleep, because I was not paid for being up ; and I did 
not want to be up, since I would not get paid for it. I did not turn out of bed until day- 
light came on. I began to work on Tuesday morning, after the sale. They hroimht copper 
into my house on that day. Mr. Coleman used to bring the key home ; he used to, come 
here, to my own bouse, and used to take out the key every morning, because I would not 
keep the key myself at all. 

Mr. Coleman, recalled; Examined by Mr. Hughes. 

The hull of ihe vessel was sold to Captain Hughes on ihe day of the auction. I do not 
know what he gave for it. It was sold with everything that was in and on her. At that 
time there were some 10 or 12 lbs. of copper sold in a separate lot; Captain Hughes 
bought that lot. All the copper that was not on the beach was bought by Captain Hughes. 
It was taken into the little house. Captain Hughes left the ship in my charge on Monday 
afternoon. On ihe following Tuesday he ordered me to employ men to strip the remaiiiing 
portion of the copper, to remove the entire of it, and to take down as much of copper as 
1 could. I employed a number of persons for that purpose. I left my son in charge 
during the day, and told Donovan to bring back the key into Clonakilty, and left two men 
to take care of the house where the copper was. As far as we could get at the copper we 
took it out. We had pretty well got it all off on Friday. 

At the^time when the sale took place to Mr. Beamish, what quantity of copper was in 
Donovan’s house? — ^There could be no copper in Donovan’s house, except that which we 
took from the ship; there were, not many bolts, only the sheet copper, and a sort of brass 
piece belonging to the rudder. I thinli it would not be more than 3 ewt or 4 cwt. of 
copper; that quantity was stripped by me off tlie ship and put into Donovan’s house. 

There was a charge made by you of 36/. 9s. Id. upon the wreck?— There was: I 
included in that charge the expenses of stripping ihe wreck. I included everything. 

After the sale the property was in the hands of some other person, how could yiTu cliarge 
it against the ship ? — I did not charge it against the ship. 

You made a bill against Captain Garibaldi and the owners, whereas, in fact at that time, 

the property did not belong to these parties at all; it belonged to Captain Huulies? 

I furnished the bill, and I put the particulars in one sheet, to Mr. Cummins; I placed the 
whole in Mr. Cummins’ hands, 

Mr. Hughes."] If you brought an action against Captain Garibaldi for this monev, the 
Court would not bear you ; it was the person who bought the ship that had to pay you. I 
understood from Captain Hughes that I was to furnish the entire bill. 

By Captain Gravi;.] I received instructions from Captain Hughes on the Monday even- 
ing, that I was to strip the ship. I had some people to do so on the Monday niuht, they 
commenced to work the moment I received instructions, Captain Hughes gave me autho- 
rity before he left. 

Mr. Wright being present in court— 

Mr. Hughes said, I think, Mr. Wright, you wished to put certain questions to Mr. 

Thomas 
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Thomas Beamish. I have berore stated that there is no accusation a!>ainst any one, that 
we came here without prejudice, and that we have no charge to make '’against any person 
whatever. I do not mean to say, that if in our report we have occasionally lo speak 
strongly of tiny person, that we shall not express our opinion with reference to the conduct 
of such person, but it is not a Court for criminating any one. 

Mr. Wright.'] I do not wish lo interfere, but what I ask of you, as a matter of justice to 
a force that has been aspersed by a witness, is, that you should ask the names of the parties 
who committed the acts alleged to have been committed ; when those acts were committed • 
and where they were committed? Those are the three questions I wish to ask Mr.Tliomas 
Beamish. 

Mr. Thomas Beamish, recalled ; before tlie Questions were put lo the Witness, 

Mr. Beamish, senior, said, — Perhaps you will allow me to make an observation. The 
parties concerned now are the police, and the coast-guard. These are public bodies; 
and I think it right, and only just to say of both of them, that of all the wrecks that 
I save seen, the disposition generally, on the part of those who are there to protect the 
property, was not actually to punish the unfortunate people (for you may call them un- 
fortunate), but rather to preserve the property for the owners, and to do it iti the best pos- 
sible way. In my- neighbourhood 1 should not wish to see a wreck at all, because it 
thoroughly demoralises the people. In ihe case of the “ San Francisco,” there could be 
nothing to plunder, except whatever portion of copper was plundered. There was a wreck 
which occurred some distance from that, where a valuable cargo of wheat was lost, and 
this vessel was well coppered ; and the place where the wreck occurred was at such a dis- 
tance, and the wreck was so torn up, that large quantities of property were scattered up 
and. down, and an immense amount of plunder took place. It was impossible for the 
police to have protected it, because their exertions were confined to one particular spot, If 
the law was curried stringently into effect, there is no doubt that shipwrecked property may 
be protected ; but, as 1 stated before, I do not think the police, or the coast-guard, actually 
are the persons to protect shipwrecked property. 

Mr. Jlughes.] We are rather of a different opinion in that matter; had it not been 
for the police, and the coast-guard, we believe there would have been a great deal 
njore plunder. 

illr. Hughes further stated that the subject was raiher irrelevant, and could not 
be further proceeded with. 

Mr. 'Ihomas Beamish said, — I wish to state that it is rather difficult to get any evi- 
dence against the police, as the oouniry people are afraid of them. They have sworn 
that my brother and myself were smoking and laughing on the beacli. I further state, 
that iu n>y opinion Lieutenant Synge must have smoked something stronger than 
tobacco, by which he saw double, and I would like to know what Mr. Synge did 
himself. 

By Mr. Wright (through the Court).'\ Could you bring any evidence to prove lliat 
the police connived at the cotton wreck, at the improper disposal of property? — I have 
beard that the police, aud the coast-guard also, connived at this wi-eck, an^ that they 
spent their time mostly asleep in the house. 

By Mr. Hughes.] Could you specify any particular insiaiice in which either the police, 
or the coiisl-guai'd, have connived at a specific act of robbeiy? — About the night of 
the 30th of January 1865, my brother and myself, and another man took a lot of 
wrecked property of the "Nnmero Quairo,” and gave it in charge of the police, and 
those things were not forthcoming in the morning, and my brothers can swear to that. 
I mean to say that they were nor. forthcoming, and that they were given in charge to 
the police. Can you specify the names of the police? — Constable Driscoll was one, and 
Constable CleBuents was there too. 

Mr. Clements.] Yes, we admit that we were there. 

The I say that they were stolen away, and that the police must have winked 

at it. This was in January 1665. 

Captain Grant.] Ii is fair to warn you that you need not say anything by which you will 
render yourself liable to proceedings in another Court? — I am not at all afraid of anything 
tliat ma)'' be done ; there is plenty of evidence; and if these people are brought forward, 
they have no right to be prosecuted afterwards for it. 

'mr. Hughes.] A statement Ls voluntarily made in this Court; you are not asked any- 
thing about it, but you voluntarily state ibat the police would, if an opportunity occurred. 
Sacrifice their duty for a small glass of whiskey ? — I say it is the common report of the 
people in general, that they do take this whiskey from them, and that they allow wrecked 
property to be taken ; and if civilians were not there, it is but very little wrecked property 
would be foithcoming at all. 

Mr. Hughes.] Let us confine ourselves to the “ San Francisco” ; the property was un- 
sold from one Monday to another, the police were backwards and forwards at least for. 
two days; can you say, from your own knowledge, that there was any impropriety on 
the part of the police during tliat time ; that you either witnessed it, or became acquainted 
•with it? — 1 wish to bring evidence fonvard to prove my statement, and I think it can be 
done if you allow me to call witnesses. I wish Cornelius Driscoll to be called. 

26.5. F 
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Cornelius Driscoll, sworn ; Examined by Mr. Hughes 

Before giving his evidence, the Witness was informed by Mr. Beamish, senior, 
that lie was not bound to criminate himselfy nur, in a general way, was he bound to 
criminate others. 

Mr. Hughes (to the Witness).'] You will understand ihat you may refuse to answer any 
question put to you, for the reason given by Mr. Beamish. 

Captain Grant] Do you clearly understand that? — {"No reply). 

The Witness was understood to say (in the Irish tongue) that he could not tell his 
story in English. 

Constable Hogim was employed as interpreter. 

By Mr. Hughes (through the Interpreter).] I recollect the wreck of the “San Francisco.” 
I saw ihe police at the wreck. 

Did you see any improper conduct on their part? — I did not see them do a bit that was 
wrong. 

By Mr. Thomas Beamish (through the Court).] Did you hear any of the const-guard 
say anything to a man of the. name of PairicU Driscoll, and that he told liiiu to hurry over 
it?— I saw Dx'iscoll, and he was taking copper olf the vessel ; and he said that Carr (one 
of the coast-guard) struck him with a tuck stick. I did not hear him say anything but 
that he struck him with the stick. 

Mr. 27/omos 5e«»u's/< said, that the witness had told him previously ihat he heard 
Carr, a coast-guard, tell » man of the name of Patrick Driscoll to take the copper off 
the vessel, and that when thiir backs were turned he told him to hurry with it. 

Mr. Hughes (to the Witness).] Did Carr tell him to hurry wiih it ? — No, he did not. 

Did he say anyiiiing to the man when he struck him? — I could nut say that ho did. 

Mr. Hughes stated that upon consideration, it was better not to proceed further into 
the inquiry with reference to the conduct of the police; some of the magistrates of the 
county were present, and they might inquire further into tiie mutter, if they thought 
proper. 

Mr. Wright asked whether it was not due to ihe police, and to the coast-guard who 
has been assailed voluntarily, and causelessly by Mr. Beamish, tliat an opinion should 
be expressed in the public Court that (here was not the scintilla of foundation for those 
charges. 

Mr. said, that before the Court closed some observations would be made 

upon the subject. 

Mr. Thomas Beamish said that he did not think it right that the inquiry should 
drop in that way, lie had stated what he believed to be true, and he was not ashamed 
to come bfcfore any one and state it. He thought that the inquiry had been conducted 
in a very one-sideo manner, and that there was no desire for a fair and candid inquiry. 

Mr. Hughes said that he felt it his duty to state that Mr. Thomas Beamish would 
have manifested more discretion if be had conducted himself in a different manner. 

Major Gillman, J.P., inquired whether in the event of any proceedings being 
brought before tlie magistrates, the information given in this Court would be evidence ? 

Hughes thought not. Tins was merely a court of inquiry to obtain information. 

Mr. Hungerford, cr.p., said, as the oldest magistrate in this district, I must slate, 
that we simply came here accideutally to witness what was going on, mid that any 
case brought before the bench of magistrates will receive tbeir unbiased attention, 
without any reference to what has transpired here. 

Mr. Hughes (to Head Constable Clements).] I.s Mr. Hoffman in Court ? 

The Head Const-ibie called for Mr, Hoffman in the usual manner, but he did not 
answer to his name, 

Mr. Hughes.] I think it is right to state in the Court that, under the Act of Parlia- 
ment and the particular instructions under which we are now acting, we have the 
power of summonins witnesses ; and that any wii ness 'who, upon receiving a summons, 
refuses to attend, is liable to a penalty of 10 1. There have been two persons sum- 
moued to attend this Court from Queenstown ; one of them was to have been here on 
Thursday, the other at 11 o’clock this morning. The two persons summoned were 
Mr. Hogan, who, when the sale took place, was clerk to Messrs. Cummins and Mr. 
Huffman, the auctioneer. 

Mr, Beamish, senior, here desired to state that he had previously made use of the 
the terra “ set you at defiance,’’ and he wished to explain that he only used it so far as 
it related to hi.s own condner, and not at all through want of respect to the Court. 

Mr. Huahes (to Mr. Beamish).] You took charge of this property, and as soon as 
you took charge, I apprehend, you were responsible. 

Mr. Beamish.] You are quite wrong; I say that ou Monday I did not act as a 
salvor or agent in any way; I appointed salvors then to look after the property. I 
did not act by any means as an agent until Tuesday at four o’clock. I then acted as 
an agent for the benefit of the owners, and not for any benefit that I could have my- 
self. 
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self. Si) fev os there is anything against myself, I say again I fear noihing; mugna 
est Veritas, et pravakbit. I set everyone at defiance, so far as I am concerned; I stand 
upon truth, and defy aTiythino; else. That is the way in which I wish you to take mv 
expressions, and in no other way. So far as you are concerned as chairman, you have 
acted very fairly and impartiully. I may have made use of some forcible expretssiona, 
but they do not bear upon you personally at all. I have 7 ^ cwL. of copper in my pos- 
session, but that 7 \ cvvt. of copper came into ruy possession fairly and hone.stly, and in a 
straightforward manner. I am very sorry I got it, and I would be verv glad if I had my 
money back asain. It was a very bad bargain. 

By Captain Grant.'] I do nut know who the surveyors were who came over from 
Queenstown. 

By Mr. Hughes.] Here we are in want of information. There is, first of all, an item 
for surveyor’s fees of six guinsas; we should like to know how all this money was 
frittered away ? 

Mr. Beamish.] I can give you no information about that. 

By Captain Grant.] During ihe whole time of the wreck the only persons, I under- 
stand, down here were Mr. Hogan, Mr. Huti'maii, Captain Hughes, and Mr. 
"Waiter Cummins. 

Mr. Beamish.] Tiie interpreter was there also ; I did noi see any of Mr. Cummins' 
firm. 

Mr. Hughes (after waiting some time).]— It is not prnbable now that the two wit- 
nesses will he here from Queenstown. It is our duty to thank the gentlemen and 
magistrates of the county tor attending here to afford us information upon this matter. 
It IS also our duty tu state publicly here, that it is ihe opinion of my gallant friend and 
myself that the coast-guard and the constabulary rendered important and valuable 
services in this instance ; and we think that in cases of this kind iheir services are 
always of the greatest possible vahie. As organised forces, who are well armed and well- 
disciplined, they are, in our opinion, detter enabled to assist iti protecting wrecked pro- 
perty than civilians. This is our opinion, and I think it right tiiat we should give ex- 
pression to it. In consequence of the absence of the two witnesses I have alluded to, 
this Court is adjourned until to-morrow ai i [ o’clock of the forenoon, to be held at the 
Custom-house at Queenstown, where we shall bear what the aur tioneer lias to state 
with reference to these mutters. We wish to see his accounts and have some explana- 
lion of the sale of the wreck and of the di-shursements. 

The Court adjourned accordingly to the following day at Queenstown. 



Fifth Day. 

Custom House, Queenstown, 9 April 1867. 



Mr. Hughes stated that this was an adjournment, from Clonakilty, of the inquiry 
ordered to be made by the Board of Trade, into the wreck of the “ San Francisco” 
in January last. 

Captai.v Hughes, sworn; Examined by Mr. Hughes. 

1 ATTENDED th.e Sale of this vessel. I did not know Mr. Beamish before this event 
occurred, but I have often heard of him. I never spoke to him witli reference to the pur- 
chase before ihe sale. There was no agreement between us. I bought the hull of the 
ship. There was no agreement or understanding that whoever bought the hull would be 
entitled to whatever copper might be afterwards recovered. There was no contract that 
I might have any that might have been stolen by the country people if I could recover it. 
In one of the lots there was a very small quantity of copper knocked down to me, but that 
was a separate lot. I bought nothing with the hull except what was in and on her. It was 
knocked down to me for 55/. I bought the hull without refereuce to any other property 
whatever. The cargo of coals was sold separate. After the sale I put three watchmen 
o;i ; one on the shore, and two on the ship, to look after her; and I desired them to take 
as much copper off as they could and put it away. I returned home then. There was a 
man there of the name of Coleman, but I did not employ him ; he said his son would assist 
him; and I think Doncvan was the name of another, The ship was transferred on my 
behalf by Mr. Hofiman to Mr, Beamish. I requested Mr. Hoffman to sell. 1 wanted to 
get rid of the vessel. She would not be of any value to me, being so far away. I pur- 
chased her as a speculation, with the hope of being able to float lier off and repair her. 

By Captain Grant] 'ihere was very little copper on the ship when I purchased her; 
there might perhaps be 4 cwt. or 5 cwt. ; it was underneath the shingle; she was well 
stripped of her copper. The “ rudder irons” were on her. I suppose there was 20 lbs. or 
30 lbs. on the field. 1 did not pav particular attention. The sails were purchased separately; 
they were bought by several parties. [ purchased the chains and the anchors. 

Mr. Hoffman, sworn; Examined by Mr. Hughes. 

Have you with you the book in which the lots were entered ? — No, it was in a pass book, 
and I drafted an account for the agent; it is a thing we often do. 1 have no account ot 
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the lots al all. I was the auctioneer. I marked the several lols for sale, and they were 
fairly sold. I did not do it carefully, in consequence of Mr. Beamish’s opposition and 
intimidation. There was very great opposition on bis part. He refused to allow the sale 
to go on unless I gave hini a guarantee that I would pay this 37/. I said I would do no 
sucli thing; and Ineed hardly say that advantage uas taken of that kind of thing; and ihe 
lots were not carelully marked. I went on with the sale. I was apprehensive of something 
of (he kind, and I took down four police and a head constable with me. I sold every lot. 
There was a small quantity of copper that was not on the Iiiill ; that was in a field near the 
house ; about 15 or 20 lbs. 

Mr. Hughes.'] Do yon think, from the circumstances that occurred (here, that there was 
any large quantity of copper anywhere, either on the beach, or in any outhouse, or any- 
where else, whicli you ought to have sold and did not sell ? — No ; I am quite clear on that 
subject, for 1 went into every small house and cot to see if there was any ; and particularly 
in one place there, where the man made a demand of C 1. for a store, and there was none 
there ; and I am dear as noon-day that the vessel was stripped from the shingle to the 
bend, as clean as if she had been stripped in a dry dock. She was plundered by the people. 
I have not the slightest idea how the copper went; I suppose it was distributi'd over the 
country. I went round and romid the ship, and went into every cottage, and there was no 
coj'per tbert- at all, to my belief. What made me take such particnhir notice of the ship, 
and go round and round her, was, that Mr. Scott asked me if I thought site was worth 
buying to get ofi'. I think she was ItiO tons ; she would carry 160 tons. I believe they 
threw some of the cargo overboard. I think she would certainly register 130 tons, I should 
suppose, if she had been fully sheathed, she would have from 6 cwt, to 7cwt. of sheathing 
on her, indcpendenily of the bolts. I should say the bolts would weigh something over 
3 cwt. 

Will you slate what ^Yas the total of the proceeds of the sale, and what the coals sold 
for ? — '1 he only way I can do ii is from memory j I think it was about 151 /. I am aware 
of a discrepancy between my account and the account wliich the coast-guard took, but I 
cannot explain that discrepani-y. The vessel was sold to Captain Hughes for 55/., that is, 
the hull fetr.hed 55/,, and the chains and anchors, as I intended, and as I really think they 
were sold, in three lots, at 6/. odd each. When I came houie lo Queenstown, Captain 
Hughes objected to take the vessel. I had to get the price of the coals from Mr. Beamish, 
and I then asked him if he would take the vessel ; and he then agreed lo take her at 50 /. 
That reduced it 5 /. 

Hughes.] There is an account taken by the officer of the coast-guard; he first of 
all made a mistake, and then corrected his evidence by saying that the vessel sold for 55 /. 
instead of 65 /., as he first stated, and the total of the proceeds in the jimended account 
handed in by him is 1»1 /. 6 s. We find that the account that you returned to Mr. Cummins 
is 154/. 9s. 6 (i . 5 {hevefbre, there is a considerable discrepancy? — Tliere is 5/. that the 
vessel sold for to Mr. Beumibh, less than she was purchased by Captain Hughes. 

Mr. Hughes.] That would not appear in this account ; it is the account of the sale we are 
speaking of ; he makes out the sale lo be 181 /. 6 s., and your account is 154 /. 9 s. 6 d. 

Mr. Cummins handed in an account of the net proceeds of the sale of ship and 
cargo, 136 /. 19 5. 10 d.) if there were added on the expenses of the sale, it would be 
154/. 95. 6d. 

Mr. Hughes (to Mr. Hoffmaii).] There is a difFerfnce as regards ilie chains ; you say, in 
explanation, that instead of 18/. 1 5 s., you sold them for 6/. 15 s.? — I sacrificed 12 /. in 
consequence of a dispute which was raised by Mr. Beamish, upon these chains. He took 
the whole lot of ilie chains: he took Captain Hughes’ purchase. I knocked down the 
lot for 18 /. 16 5 ., and in consequence of the dispute I reduced that lot by 12 /. ; I had no 
alternative. 

Mr. Hughes.] That is 12 /. accounted for out of the 26 /. ; there is now 14 /. 10 s, 6 d., 
we should like to have an explanation as to that? — Well, then, in the confusion, there* were 
several things that could not be found, and when the purchaser came to pay, of course I 
could not compel him to pay for tlie missing lot. I can give no further explanation about 
it. I swear that this sum of 154 /. 9 s. C d. was the gross proceeds of the sale that I 
received. 

By Captain Grant.] When I knocked down a lot to n purchaser, he is responsible for 
the whole amount for which it is knocked down to him, at least we say so, but we cannot 
make him so legally. _ The ship was knocked down to Captain Hughes for 55 /. Isold 
the ship to Mr. Beamish for 50 ?. That 50 /. was accounted for in the proceeds instead of 
the 55 /., Therefore, the ship was a loser of 5 Z. by the transaction ; that would be 5 /. otF 
Hie total of the proceeds. The lot is at the risk of the purchaser after it is knocked down. 
From the time the lot was knocked down to Captain Hughes, he took it with all risks for 
55 /. 

Captain Grant] Then that transaction should never appear iu this account, and the loss 
of 5 1. should be borne by Captain Hughes, and not by the ship ; hut bn this occasion the 
ship 18 a loser by 5 1. on that transaction, 

Mr. Cummins said that there could be no questLou that Captain Hudies was liable 
for that amount. “ 

By Captain Grant] With regard to the anchors : the anchors were knocked down to 
Captain Hughes for 18 Z. 15 5.; there is 12 /. odd loss on that transaction; that makes ill. 
altogether tor which Captain Hughes is liable as regards this ship. 

The WitTiess.] 
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The Wifness-I He is really liable; nothing could get him out of it. He gave me a 
cheque out there as a deposit, and when he came back, he told me that he had preveiuecl the 
cheque bfing paid. 

Captain Grant.'\ Who surveved the ship? 

Captain Hughes.'] I surveyed the ship; Mr. Tredesco was with me. It was surveyed on 
the day of sale, before the sale. For a single survey, the usual fee in the port is a guinea. 

Captain GTant] Then Mr. Tredesco is also paid liere as interpreter aud for his 
attendance, so that he makes one journey and is doing two duties, and being paid for two 
duties. 

Mr. Hughes stated (to Mr. Cummins), that Captain Grant and himself considered 
the charges were high, and the items numerous, for so small a transaction. Out of the 
whole of the proceeds, amounting to 164 Z. 9s. 6d., tliere was only a balance of 4s. 
handed over to Captain Garibaldi. 

•Mr. Cummins said that it was not to be expected that people could be induced to go 
down to Clonakilty and spend their time without being paid for so doin;-. Captain 
Garibaldi had received a subscription of 12 1. to pay his expenses homewards. It was 
subscribed by lus firm, Messrs. Hoffman, Tredesco, Hogan, Captain Hughes, and 
others contributing a portion of it. 

Captain Grant (to Captain Hughes).] What did you receive for this survey ? — received 
three guineas. I went down on account of the survey, and also to attend the sale. 

Jlr. William Hogax, sworn; Examined by Mr. Hughes. 

I WAS in the service of the Messrs. Cummins when this wreck took place. I went down 
on Thursday night, the Thursday before the sale ; 1 saw Captain Garibaldi ; I had a con- 
versation with him as to his going down to Queenstown ; I had an interpreter with me ; 
the cajitaui did nut understand English wall ; he instructed us to sell the vessel; that wa.^ 
before we left the Strand at Muckross. We got instructions to sell the vessel before I 
left Muckross; it was outside Sir. Beamish’s grounds. Mr. Beamish did not know what 
we were saying to the captain ; Mr. Beamish never objected to any arrangement; we told 
him what instructions the captain had given us, and that we were going to sell the vessel 
forthwith; that was known lo him before we left. The capiain was not prepared then to 
go with us to Queenstown ; I think he came the following day. I went'on board the 
vessel on Thursday. There was about half the copper off the starboard side; the people 
were pilfering as much as they could, and the coast-guard and the police were doing the 
bwt they could to keep them off. The police found a lump that the captain told me cost 
him 7h, that was stolen; he told me about it; and I gave instructions to a man to tell the 
police, and thev found it ; and I know that they found several fellows who had stolen 
property, and they were fined ; I think (he police clid their duty well; I could not form an 
opinion about the coast-guard ; I know when the police gave them instructions respecting 
what was stolen, they attended to it. 1 was told by Mr. Coleman tu take the police there, 
and if the police had been left there, there would have been nothing gone at all. Mr. 
Coleman took them there, aud Mr. Beamish turned them away. I went back again on 
Monday with .Mr. Hoffman to the sale ; the sale was conducted in the usual way; all that 
was there was sold before we came to the hull. There was a cottage with a kind of out- 
house attached to it, and they made a storehouse of it ; I went into it ; I saw some copper 
there, about one cwt. ; it went with ihe sale of the wreck ; I think there was about oue cvvt. ; 
it was .^old with the hull, as well as T remember; it was in sheets; copper that was taken 
from the fellows after they pulled them off; I think what I saw would go into a sack; 
from the opinion I can form, I fancy there was about one cwt. ; ii was left in the hut ; it was 
not brought out into tlie field ; and at the time the sale was going on, I understood that this 
copper that was in the hut went with the hull. I am quite sure that the copper that was in 
the hut was not brought out into the field and sold as a lot by itself ; it was sold with the 
bull. There was a separate sale of copper that I remember. I know that the ship was 
totally stripped of copper on the starboard side the day that we went down to sell the vessel. 
Captain Garibaldi employed no one to strip the ship before the sale except his own crew. 
I understood that this copper had been taken from the parties who were plundering by the 
coast-guard. I kept an account of the sale on behalf of the vendors ; I had a little book 
with the numbers of the lois, aud the amount that they sold for. I gave that book to Mr. 
HolFnian, I merely kept the account for him. The copper that was in the house was sold 
along with the wreck ; that copper was part of the plunder, 1 believe ; it was not taken off 
by employing any person to strip the ship. I do not know what the total proceeds of the 
sale were; I did not make up the hook; it might be about 150 1. or 160 £ did not cal- 

culate it. My duty was merely to take down the sums for which the respective lots sold, 
and then hand the book to Mr. Hofiinan ; tliat is all I did. 

By Capiain Grant.] Will you state clearly where you found this copper? — In the house 
on the cliff, it is only one room, aud then there is a loft with a small square hole ; I pulled 
myself about half-way up, and I took a glance at what was there, there was more gear 
besides that; the house was chock full of things which were all pulled out on the second 
day that I was there. 

By Mr. Hughes.] Was there any copper sold in the field at all ? — ^There was none of these 
sheets of copper on the field. 

265- P 3 Captain 
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Captain Grant (to Mr. Hoffman).'] You have stated that you sold a lot of copper 
separate, where was that copper when you sold it ?~It was in the field, with the pump gear. 

Mr. Hoffman stated that he did not go up into tlie loft alluded to. 

Captain Grant {io Mr. Hogan).] What time was it when you saw the copper m the 
loft, was it before tlie sale or after ? — I think it must have been before the sale, after the 
sale it was still there. 

You had the making up of this account (handing a paper to the Witness)? — Yes. 

Will you look over the items, and tell us if that is a true account (the Witness examines 
the account) ? --Yes, it is correci ; I gave my vouchers for everything, and the totals of those 
vouchers correspond with that amount. Mr. Coleman’s account was submitted to me, I 
examined it, it was for 36 l.Qs. 7 tire charses were enormous ; I have not got any docu- 
ment showing the items of charges. 

Mr. Hughes.] What would be your estimate of the value of the copper that was up-stairs 
in the loft? — It was poor stuff; it would be worth no more than 30 what I saw. 

Mr. Cummins desired that Mr. Hogan should be examined particularly as to the 
charges in the account. 

Captain Grant (to Mr. Hogan).] You have charged here Zl. for your travelling 
expenses, will you be good enough to state the items'' — I really could not do so; I went 
twice to Clonakilty ; I think I was away three days ; I made two journeys, slept in Bandon 
one night, and in Cork two nights. 

Mr. Cummins (to Mr. Hogan).] How much did you get altogether?— All I got was 4 1. 

Mr. Cummins said that he wished the Court to understand that that was not a 
charge made by them for the services of their clerk, but that the clerk actually received 
that sum, and that he returned 2 1. towards the subscription for Captain Garibaldi. 

Mr. Hogan stated that he paid other charges, which took away nearly the whole of 
the sum received by him. 

Mr. Camwjfns expressed a hope that the explanation proved that the charges were 
not excessive on the part of Mr. Hogan. 

Mr. Hoffman stated that the vessel broke up the night after (he purchase by Mr. 
Beamish, and if she had broken up before Mr. Beamish bought her, she would not 
have fetched more than 5 1. or 10 1. 

Mr. Hughes lendered the thanks of the Court to the gentlemen present for their 
attendance, and before closing the inquiry animadverted very forcibly on the non- 
attendance, at the time and place mentioned in the .summonses, of Messrs. Hogan and 
Hoffman, pointii^ out the penalties to which they were liable. The explanation given 
was, that a change in the time of departure of the trains had misled them, and they 
regretted that they had been unable in consequence to attend at Clonakilty. They had 
now given the Court all the information in their power. 

[The Inquiry then terminated. 
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